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Transfiguration Sunday is always the last Sunday before Lent begins – that is today.  As we heard in today’s reading from Matthew, Jesus went up on a mountain with three of his disciples, and something mysterious and miraculous happened.  Suddenly two great figures of faith in Israel appeared alongside Jesus.  Moses and Elijah, long dead and remembered, were standing on that mountaintop talking to Jesus.  In a cloud of mystery and magnificence.  We have no idea how – God can do anything.  But we do know why.  Moses and Elijah represented the two most important parts of faith at that time – the law and the prophets.  The symbolism, of course, is that Jesus unites all that is important about our faith tradition and moves it forward – transforms faith and faithfulness to the glory of God.  The law is still important.  The history of prophecy is important.  But Jesus is even more important.  Everything that has gone before must now be seen in the light of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is now the clearest revelation of God – ever – who God is and how God relates to us.  Here on this Sunday before Lent begins, we shift our focus to Jesus.  How Jesus transfigures and transforms.  How Jesus changes everything.  For the next 40 days plus Sundays, we think about how Jesus changes our lives and invites us to transform our world.

A couple of questions came to mind for me as I was thinking about this scripture passage.  If it’s all about change - transformation.  How is the law of God changed by Jesus?  And how is prophecy changed by Jesus?  And perhaps it’s not that either are changed by Jesus but that our understanding is changed by Jesus.  Because I think all along, all throughout history, God is trying to help us understand.  God hasn’t changed, but how we understand God has changed in dramatic ways.  All along, I believe, God has been the same.  And all along, God is trying to reveal truth and grace and love to us.  God has been trying from the garden of Eden, to tell us who God is, and we keep missing the point.  That’s humanity for you.  That’s the fall of sin.  All along – God has been God.  Triune being – Father Son and Holy Spirit.  Creator, Creation and Creativity.  John reminds us that Jesus was right there with God – the Word made flesh – from the beginning of time.  The Spirit moved as God with God breathing over the waters of creation.  God has always been who God has always been and always will be.  But we have not understood.  So God has spoken to us again and again.  First in Covenant, then in rainbow, next in families of faith.  God reveals.  God reaches.  God tries to help us know God.  

The law given to Moses in Exodus was a very clear revelation of God’s expectations.  The first few talk about our relationship to God – which comes first.  The last talk about how we are expected to relate to each other, to care for each other.  Love God.  Love neighbor.  Pretty straight forward.  And yet, we humans began to knit pick and define and refine and look for loopholes.  You get the whole book of Leviticus and half of Deuteronomy trying to expand in detail about any possible thing that could happen in human society.  Love neighbor – so does that mean just the ones right next door, or do I have to love people on the other side of the world?  And how about those people who are very different from me?  How much do I have to love them?  Notice the 10 commandments didn’t quantify and qualify.  There was no “how much” – it was just - love God and love neighbor.  

When Jesus came, it was not so much to “speak to” the law, but to live the law, to demonstrate the law, to show what God’s law of love looks like in action.  Jesus didn’t replace the law or supersede the law, Jesus lived God’s law of love.  Our understanding of God’s law is transformed to God’s way of love.  Jesus showed us how to follow God’s way of love.  It’s not what you can or cannot get away with.  It’s how much love can you share – how far can you go to live God’s love in the world?  

As for the prophets – that transformation by Jesus was even more clear.  The prophets of Israel spoke for God.  Now Jesus speaks as God.  Prophecy was less about predicting the future and more about explaining consequences or expressing God’s will.  Prophets tried to point to God or remind people of God.  Sometimes prophecy took the form of challenge or calls for repentance.  Sometimes prophecy was about comfort and assurance of God’s presence.  Sometimes prophecy was about inspiration or encouragement to receive God’s power and change what needs to be changed.  

In many ways, Jesus fulfilled the role of prophet – pointing toward God, calling for commitment, showing people how to live the way God wants us to live.  But Jesus transformed prophecy – in that Jesus not only spoke for God, Jesus spoke as God.  In Jesus, God spoke to humans.  Flesh and blood to flesh and blood.  God speaks.  We are called to hear.  Not “hear the word of the Lord.”  But now clearly – “hear the Lord.”  From the beginning of time, God has wanted us to know God.  God has reached out to us through the law, through the prophets, throughout history.  And often, we have misunderstood.  Now God comes to us clearly in Jesus Christ, Word made flesh – God among us.  God with us.  Prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

There is still a great deal we don’t understand – about Jesus, about the transfiguration, about life following the way of love.  Centuries later, we disciples are still wandering in a cloud of mystery.  And God is still trying to break through.  I really do love the disciples in this story.  They have just seen this magnificent revelation of God and they say “Wow.  Can’t we just stay here.”  Well, no, Jesus says.  This is not just for you.  This is for everyone.  We have to go tell everyone.  We have to come down the mountain and live in the world of confusion and chaos.  We can’t just stay in our happy little sanctuary with our happy little Jesus.  The whole point is to live love in the world – to go out in the world where God’s love is most needed – especially to live love among the least and the lost.  Right after the passage we read, Jesus goes down the mountain to heal anyone in a crowd who comes to Jesus.  Jesus then calls the disciples to heal and care and love and point people to God.  That’s our job to heal, love and point people toward God, to tell people about Jesus and follow in the way of love.

In the days of Lent ahead, that is our focus – to listen to Jesus, to try to understand God, to know that we are loved beyond measure, and to live that love in the world in concrete caring ways.  This to the glory of God.  Amen.   




February 15 2026

Exodus 24:12-18
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.”  So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of God.  To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud.  Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites.  Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

2 Kings 2:9-11
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”  He responded, “You have asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”  As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.

Luke 9:28-35
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking about his exodus, which he was about to fulfill in Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep, but as they awoke they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,” not realizing what he was saying. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.  
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