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We continue in the season of Epiphany.  The season of Epiphany is about the revelation God to the world – particularly the revelation of God in Jesus Christ.  It is also about seeing and recognizing that revelation of God.  How Jesus shows us God.  How Jesus helps us to understand and grow closer to God.  How Jesus shows us the way to life with God.  The first story of the season of Epiphany is the wisemen who represent the wider world coming to Jesus and the welcoming love of God for all people.  The second story of Epiphany is the baptism of Jesus Christ.  The third story of Epiphany is often today’s miracle from John – the first miracle of Jesus.  Which opens the door to all of the miracles of Jesus – all of God’s miraculous, gracious action in the world, even today.  The fourth story of Epiphany is often one of the call stories of the disciples in one of the gospels – like today’s story from John.  The call stories reflect our response to God’s call for each and every one of us.  

On this annual meeting Sunday for our congregation, I started to reflect on the connection of our two scripture passages for today. How is God calling us, speaking to us and revealing truth to us in this season of our life as a church.  I have long believed that God works miracles often in our lives – maybe even every day.  And that sometimes we notice these marvelous acts of grace, but sometimes we don’t notice these everyday miracles.  Sometimes we overlook God’s presence and movement among us.  Maybe because we aren’t looking, maybe because we are distracted, maybe because we are expecting something else – and so miss what is right before us.  Maybe we miss God’s presence because something else gets in the way of seeing and hearing God with us.  Our invitation is to open our eyes to God’s wonder all around us – listen for God’s call, look for Jesus with us, feel the movement of God’s Holy Spirit today.  

Whenever God works a miracle in the Bible, God does something unexpected.  Maybe as in the story for today – turning water into wine, maybe in healing someone, maybe feeding a crowd, maybe calming a storm or walking on water.  Jesus does something unexpected, something we cannot explain.  Jesus shows the power of God to intervene in the natural order.  And God does something to bless or bring joy to life.  The thing is, almost always, the miracle requires some kind of participation from the recipients.  To receive the gift, we must respond.  The servants carried the water jars.  The boy gave the lunch.  The person healed listened to Jesus.  The disciples witnessed the miracle and recognized the presence of God.  It’s not that God can’t do miracles without people present.  It’s that humans are meant to receive the miracle of God’s grace.  God wants us to see and hear and know God.  Jesus came to show us what God looks like, what love looks like.  Jesus came to invite us into the miracle of God’s grace.  Hear the call.  Notice the signs.  Receive the gift.  Give thanks to God.

I am talking about miracles today on this Annual meeting Sunday, because I see miracles all around us. I see miracles in you and all that you do.  I see miracles in your gifts shared so generously.  I see miracles in your session and deacons and committees working so hard.  I see miracles in your plans for the future.  And I see God’s hand in the plans unfolding in this congregation.  Sometimes our ideas and projects don’t work out the way we plan.  But even in that I see God’s redirection – God working among us to set things right and to unfold the next great miracle among us.  I believe God has miracles in store for this congregation this year and far into the future.  They may not come as expected.  They probably will not come as expected.  But God is working miracles here and now and every single day.  

Our call, like the disciples in today’s story, is to pay attention and to respond.  In most cases in the Bible, the would be disciples are just going about their everyday lives – working, fishing, being with family, doing their tasks – when Jesus steps in and says “Come.  Come follow me.”
And somehow they knew what to do.  And for some reason they chose to follow Jesus.  

We hear that same voice today.  That same call – “Come.  Follow.”  We are just going about our lives, doing our jobs.  But we listen.  We look for Jesus.  We pay attention.  We expect Jesus to show us what to do.  Jesus will show us, help us, every single moment of every single day.  With a nudge.  With a sign.  With a word.  Or maybe even with something more direct.  The clear voice of Jesus calling you to act.  Listen and respond.

In church, in our community together, we are called to follow Jesus.  What that means is – keep doing what you are doing – worship, study, service, sharing gifts.  Keep ministry going.  But also, pay attention to signs from God – for new direction, new calls, new service, new ways to love.  That’s what happened with our APNC – circumstances changed and we see God’s new direction.  It doesn’t mean we were wrong before.  It means God is working powerfully among us.  God is hear – breathing life and inspiration in this place and among these people.  God is with you and Jesus is calling us all.

Jesus needs each of you to do your part in this church.  For the miracles to happen, you must all work together to follow Jesus and to do God’s will.  The servants need to carry the water jars.  The disciples need to fish.  Like the boy with the lunch, we need to share what we have.  We all need to do our part.  That is the miracle of the church – knowing God is with you, following where Jesus leads, serving as the Spirit inspires – all to the glory of God.  That is the miracle you can be a part of – the miracle you are already a part of – every single day in the life of the church – responding to God’s grace.  The year ahead may not bring what you expect.  In fact, it will probably be even better than we can ask or imagine.  Expect miracles.  Receive God’s grace.  Be assured God is working miracles of mercy among you by the grace of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
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As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
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