Keep Dreaming – For MLK
Amos 5:24; Micah 6:8								Kimby Young
Luke 4:14-21 									January 18, 2026
Isaiah 40:28-31

“I have a dream.”  Over 60 years ago, Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke these inspiring words in our nation’s capital, calling us to be better.  To imagine a day when all people are treated with respect and dignity.  To imagine a way of living that does not humiliate some, in an effort to elevate others.  To imagine how much good we could accomplish if we all support one another and care for those who are most in need.  To imagine how much more we could do if we all were given a chance to do our very best.  To imagine.  Imagine.
Even now, that dream seems far from possible.  And yet still we are called to imagine – to hope that transformation is possible.  And beyond imagining, we are called to act – to work for justice for all, to lift up other people, to tear down barriers and to build bridges of possibility.  To hope and to act on that hope.

Of course, this is not a new dream.  Throughout the Bible we hear God’s call for justice – to roll down like mighty waters, for justice to be nurtured like an ever-flowing stream.  What would that look like – mighty flowing unstoppable waters of goodness and grace?  Crashing wave upon wave bringing life to every corner of the world.  Living water that cannot be quenched.  God wants the world to be right and righteous.  God wants goodness to flow and life to spring forth in new and creative ways.  God wants every soul to be satisfied.  God wants all of us to do our best and be our best.  It is written throughout the Bible – calling all people to thrive in God’s love and live in Christ’s light.  

In today’s scripture, Isaiah echoes Amos.  And Jesus echoes Isaiah in the reading from Luke.  God’s call is absolutely clear to bring freedom and justice for all.  The reading from Luke is at the very beginning of his ministry on earth – just after the Baptism of Jesus which we looked at last week.  Many people consider this Jesus’ explanation of his ministry, as well as his call for all of us who would follow.  Bring good news to the poor.  Proclaim release to the captives and all who are bound.  To heal all who are broken.  To offer to everyone sight, insight, and understanding, as well as literal healing.  To free the oppressed.  To proclaim this is the year when God will break through and bless everyone.  EVERYONE.  
Jesus says, that day is here.  No longer just a dream.  God has come in person in Jesus Christ.  And in Jesus Christ that promise has been fulfilled.  In Jesus Christ God has broken into the world.  And through Jesus Christ God has and will bless every single person in all of the world. 
Jesus says today, this promise has been fulfilled.  
It is interesting to me that right after Jesus said this, the crowd wanted to throw him off a cliff to his death.  We didn’t read this part of the scripture.  But that’s what happens next.  This call for justice is met with fear and anger.  And unfortunately that is true today.  
The people surrounding Jesus didn’t like this call to level the playing field.  You can imagine them saying, “Why should I work for the poor; they can work for themselves.”  Or perhaps they thought – “They are so different from me.  They don’t have the same values.”  Or maybe they thought “Jesus is changing what I have always believed. ”  The fear of losing our security and standing, or the way we do things – the fear of losing power, sometimes makes us reluctant to lift others up.  
Something about Jesus saying God’s prophecy is fulfilled today.  Something about Jesus saying I will claim God’s ancient call and stand up for the most vulnerable.  Something about Jesus saying this and taking his authority directly from God.  Something made them angry and afraid.  

[bookmark: _Hlk205987504]Fear frequently stops us from loving.  And perhaps rightly so.  It does feel like a risk.  Jesus didn’t say this working for justice would be easy.  In fact, this very work of Jesus led straight to his death on the cross.  It is not easy to love and help others.  It leads to sacrifice and vulnerability.  We must give power to others.  We must trust others to do what is right.  No,  justice is not easy.   If it were easy, everyone would do it and the world would be a safe secure loving and righteous place.  The world would be as God wills.  Justice is not easy.  

What will it mean for us to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God?  What will it mean – to let justice roll down like mighty waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream?  These are not just words.  This is action and commitment.   I suspect this is also a call to push the borders of our own comfort zone – whatever that means to each of us.  What feels like a stretch to you?  That is where you are called to work.   Think about some call for justice today that is hard for you to swallow.  Oh and there are plenty of them – plenty of calls to “do the right thing” when perhaps we don’t agree what that right thing is to do.  I invite you to pause – next time you hear something that gets your back up.  Pause.  And listen for God’s call.  What is the loving thing to do?  How is God calling you to risk and change?  Remember, Jesus was in the temple when all those good holy people got mad at him – mad enough to kill.  Maybe God is calling us to change, to risk, to be better than we have ever been.  Maybe Christ is calling us to dream.  

Justice is not easy.  Nevertheless, we are called to take the risk, to break down the barriers, to build the bridges, to connect people to God.  We are called to love wholly and completely, to be kind, to do what is right.   We are called to stand with the orphan and the outcast – the people who don’t have anybody else.  We are called to stand beside those who are vulnerable – even if that makes ourselves vulnerable.  We are called to lift up the poor, the needy, the hungry, the hopeless.  We are called to be like God and to love as God loves – every day in every possible way.  Do justice; love kindness; walk humbly with God.  This is not a new challenge.  This is not a new dream.  It is God’s ongoing call from the beginning of time.  Do what is right.  Love God.  Love others.  Love and be loved.  By this grace we are blessed.  Thanks be to God.  
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Isaiah 40:28-31
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted,
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

Amos 5:24 	
But let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.	

Micah 6:8
God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

Luke 4:14-21 									
Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding region. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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