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Today is the eleventh day of the twelve days of Christmas.  A funny thing happens in the United States – we start Christmas so early that we are mentally done with Christmas long before the official end of Christmas.  Today’s story of the three wise men seems late and out of place.  But maybe that’s the point – or at least my point today in this sermon.  Christmas and the birth of Jesus is not the end of the story.  The birth is only the beginning of a long long story of the coming of Emmanuel – God with us.  Jesus was born in flesh and blood to reveal to us the love of God.   That revelation is still unfolding every single day.  God comes to us every single day offering new miracles of grace for all who will receive.  Epiphany – the season that begins on Tuesday - is all about that constant and continuous revelation of God’s grace in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Epiphany – the season ahead – is all about all the ways in which God is revealed.  All the ways we can see God.  All the ways we can understand that God is with us – in mystery and miracle; in the light of a star and the gift of grace.  Epiphany is about those who seek God – those who seek to know and see and understand and serve our great God of light and life.

The scripture from Isaiah 60 is always the reading for Epiphany paired with the reading from Matthew.  It is probably chosen because of the reference kings coming from afar to seek God, or even the references to camels and gold and frankincense.  But the references to light also remind us of the star guiding the wise travelers seeking Jesus.  This passage is filled with joy and hope, making it clear that God is a God of everyone – not a select few.  Our Lord calls everyone to come, to seek, to receive God’s grace and light.  The light of the world.  

The idea of God as light is found throughout the Bible – especially in the Psalms and prophets. The gospel of John picks up that understanding of God as light, and develops it, to describe Jesus who is God in flesh.  Jesus helps us to see God.  Jesus reveals God, and the truth of God’s love for the world.  Jesus is the light of God, shining in the darkness of the world.    

This time of year, as the sun goes down so early and rises so late, it is easy to see the darkness of the world and the importance of light.  In a symbolic sense it is easy to understand darkness as the absence of God, the absence of good, the absence of life.  And unfortunately that kind of darkness is also easy to see in our world.  With war and violence, pain and suffering, cruelty and chaos, sometimes it is very hard to find hope in the world and to concentrate on all that is good.  Nevertheless, hope and goodness and joy are all around us.  We must seek that light.  Jesus reminds us that God is here, even amid the darkness.  Jesus reminds us to look for God, to look for the good, and to share that light wherever possible, to share the light of Jesus Christ.  Jesus calls us to share that light in the world so that others may also see God and receive grace.  

Seeing the light of Christ is more than attitude.  It is a way of living.  Opening our eyes to God.  In fact, John describes it as living in Jesus.  Living inside Jesus.  It is as if we are no longer living in this world of darkness.  Rather we are living inside Jesus in the kingdom where God rules.  We live in the light of God.  We walk in the light.  We see the world as Jesus sees the world.  That doesn’t mean we don’t also see the darkness.  It means that because we know the light of Jesus Christ, we see that there are answers to the darkness.  We see that we are not alone in the darkness.  There are ways to get through the dark times – to shine the light.  There are ways to help other people find the good, to point people toward God’s love.  That, in a nutshell, is the call of Epiphany.  Shine the light.  Let your light of God’s love shine.  

To shine the light, you must first see the light.  Here our wise magi from Matthew are a model of faithfulness.  They did not grow up knowing Yahweh God.  They decided to look for God.  They looked to the heavens and the stars revealed truth.  God reached them through this star – shining light.  Epiphany reminds us that God reaches us.  God wants us to see and know and receive grace.  If we seek, God will find us.  Look for those messages from God.  The signs of God’s love are all around us.  In stars and light, in music and scripture, in bread and cup, in every day miracles of every day life.  God is with us.  If we look, God will offer us light.  If we seek, God will give us grace.

The thing is, God’s grace will change us.  Look at the wise travelers.  One translation of the last line of the scripture says, “they went home by another way.”  Because of their encounter with Jesus Christ – they were changed.  They could not go home the same way they came.  They no longer trusted the political powers of the world – they trusted the grace of God.  They no longer thought about wealth and power – they thought about love and light.  We don’t know what happens to them after this story, but we know their lives were different because they came seeking Jesus Christ, King of Kings, Light of the world.  Epiphany reminds us that we also have been changed by that Light of the world.  We are changed because we know the love of God in Christ Jesus our Savior.  

We stand on the brink of a whole new year.  The possibilities are absolutely endless.  We also live in the light of God’s grace.  The reminders of God’s presence and purpose are all around us.  Again, the possibilities are absolutely without limit.  God can do anything.  Our call is to step into that light of Christ and live as seekers who are blessed by that grace of God.  Share the love and light you have received.  Make a difference in the world in the year ahead.  Let your light shine that all may see and know God’s love in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  To the glory of God.  
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Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
    all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Matthew 2:1-12		
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Matthew 5:14-16
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

John 8:12
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks Be To God.  
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