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Today – Christ the King Sunday – is the last Sunday of the Church year.  That means next Sunday, we start an entirely new church year with the first Sunday of Advent.  Sometimes the first Sunday of Advent falls in November and sometimes in December – depending on which day of the week is Christmas day and counting back four Sundays from there.  Sometimes Advent falls on Thanksgiving weekend and sometimes the weekend after, again, depending on which day of the week is Christmas day.  But always this day Christ the King falls sometime around thanksgiving – and rightly so.  Because Christ the King Sunday is about giving thanks to God for the life of Jesus Christ.  Today we celebrate everything there is about Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord or King.  

The whole church year follows the life of Jesus.  Next week with Advent and the anticipation of Jesus birth.  Then following thru his birth, baptism, ministry, death, resurrection and ascension.  One season flows after another as we trace the life of Jesus.  After the life of Jesus the church calendar picks up with the Holy Spirit.  Then here at the end of the church year, we circle back to the importance of Jesus life as a whole – when we celebrate Christ the King Sunday.  

The scripture for today is the lectionary for Christ the King Sunday every third year.  It is a hymn or song about Jesus from the early church.  It tries to capture some of the magnificent mystery of who Jesus is as fully human and fully divine.  Jesus alone in all of history is uniquely both God and human.  That is why we worship Jesus.  We believe Jesus is the only person in all of history who is fully human and fully divine.  In the birth and life of Jesus we realize that God loves us so much that God chooses to come to be with us in flesh and blood.  God loves us so much that God wants to be with us.  God loves us so much God wants to show us how to be the best humans.  In Jesus Christ we learn both who God is and who God wants us to be.  Jesus Christ is a miracle of revelation and grace.  

In the Bible there are two common names for Jesus – son of God and son of man.  We have heard these names all of our lives, but we don’t necessarily stop to think what they mean.  It’s not just a name or a label.  These are descriptive tittles of who Jesus is.  

Son of God reflects the divine side of Jesus, as one who comes directly from God.  While sometimes in the Bible a few other humans are given the name as children of God, when applied to Jesus the name Son of God reminds us of the deep connection of God and Jesus.  Jesus is God.  Jesus knows God.  Jesus thinks like God and reflects God.  When we see Jesus we can better understand the purpose and actions of God who loves us.  

When today’s scripture says that Jesus is “The image of the invisible God.  The firstborn of all creation.”  That means – among other things – that though we can’t see God the Creator, we can see Jesus.  Jesus makes God more real for us, more understandable.  We can connect to God thru Jesus.  And like Jesus, we were also created in God’s image.  We are meant to reflect God – just like Jesus did, to show people what love looks like by what we say and do.  And if we need to know how to be the image of God, if we need to know how to love – Jesus shows us how to love.  Jesus shows us how to be the best possible human – shaped into the image of God.   Follow Jesus.  Son of God.  

The other tittle for Jesus - Son of man – reminds us of the humanity of Jesus.  Jesus of Nazareth was born of flesh and blood, lived a fully human life, and died a bloody and physical death on the cross.  Jesus was a man – and the Bible goes out of its way to witness to the flesh and blood Jesus.  Because of that we can know that Jesus fully understands us – our needs, our sufferings, our temptations, our failures, our successes and our potential.  God in Jesus Christ knows us and loves us more than we can ever imagine.  

This tittle carries a little extra weight in the Bible, which we might miss.  In the Old Testament the name “son of man” is given to the coming Messiah.  It carries the full weight of prophecy and promise – that God will send a special one to save all of God’s people.  As that Messiah in Hebrew or Christ in Greek, Jesus is the one promised, the one who saves, the one sent by God, the one we can trust, the holy one, the one who brings grace, healing, transformation, life eternal.  Jesus is God’s messenger and God’s message of love for all.  

Son of Man is also the name most often used when speaking of the second coming, the judgement and the end of time as we know it on Earth.  That by the way, is a frequent theme of Advent – anticipating God’s promises yet to come through Jesus our Savior.  

Together these names Son of God and Son of Man tell us a great deal about who Jesus is, who God is and who we are as loved by our Triune God.    We are meant to follow in the way of Jesus, to follow in the way of love, shining the light of Christ and sharing the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the glory of God.  

As the scripture says – we are rescued out of darkness.  We belong to Jesus and the kingdom of Jesus.  We are redeemed and forgiven.  We are able to be like Jesus.  We are children of God.  

The last verse of today’s scripture says, “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.”  I love that phrase – “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell in Jesus.”  God was happy to be with us.  Pleased.  Jesus enjoyed all that the world has to offer.  Jesus loved life.  And so must we.  This phrase reminds us again that Jesus was fully God and fully human – together in one.

But the last half of that verse goes one step more.  Through Jesus, because of Jesus God reconciled himself to all things.  Through Jesus all of us are connected to God forever.  There is no separation from God’s love.  There is no division ever – God is with us always because of Jesus.    Because God came in the flesh in Jesus – Emmanuel – God with us.  Because Jesus came all of the world and every person in the world is connected to God.  Because of Jesus we know that God loves us.  Because of Jesus we feel God’s presence with us.  Because of Jesus we share God’s power in the world.  And because of Jesus we are able to love others – even those of us who are absolutely unlovable.  We are able to love because God loved us in Jesus Christ.  

That is what we celebrate today.  That is what we celebrate in Jesus Christ on Christ the King Sunday.  That is why we give thanks to God, every day of our lives.  That is what this week ahead and Thanksgiving are all about.  God loves us.  Jesus saves us.  The Spirit lives in us.  We are saved.  Let us give all thanks to God.  
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