Reforming: Who Are We
Jeremiah 18:1-6										Kimby Young
Ephesians 2:4-10										October 26 2025
Hebrews 1:1-3

Reformation Sunday has two sides to it.  One side is looking back. The other is looking forward.  The more obvious side of Reformation Sunday is the historical origin of the celebration – remembering back to Martin Luther and the birth of the Protestant church, to other reformers of the time like John Calvin and later John Knox, and remembering the roots of our church all the way back to the disciples and Jesus, or even all the way back to Abraham and Adam.  We look back in order to honor all that was, and to measure ourselves by that standard – whether we are living up to the church Jesus intended.  Whether we are honoring our ancestors and our parents in the faith.  Whether indeed, we are being faithful.  We remember those who have gone before; we remember what they believed and what they taught; and we honor them.  

But the other half of Reformation Sunday is looking forward.  Because truly when the Reformation started, it was about looking forward and making ourselves better.  Becoming the best we can possibly be to honor God.  The Reformation was about Re-forming – in God’s image.  Reforming - becoming better and better, even as Christ calls us to be.  The reformers said – Martin Luther, John Calvin, the ancestors of our tradition said – it is not about tradition it is about rightness with God.  They might even be appalled that the celebration of their work has become more about looking back to honor them.  They didn’t want the honor.  They gave God the glory.  And though Martin Luther and the others valued tradition.  They valued rightness with God even more.  They called us to look forward and Re-form.  Just because we’ve always done it that way, doesn’t mean it is right.  Doesn’t mean it’s wrong either.  We are called to examine everything we do in the light of God’s grace and the depth of Christ’s call.  If it's good – great, keep doing it.  If it misses the mark, if it could be better, and of course, if it is wrong – then change.  

[bookmark: _Hlk204008268]One of the slogans of the Reformation and of our tradition is “Reformed.  Always Reforming.”  In other words, we have been changed – reformed in God’s image.  But we are not done with the work to which God calls us.  We are not perfect.  Far from it.  So we must continue to change, continue to re-form every day as Christ shapes us in the image of God.  “Reformed.  Always Reforming.”  

For us today, in this church in Gardner.  What does that challenge mean for us?  How are we always re-forming today?  Actually, quite a bit.  This year ahead you will be re-forming in many ways.  I will be leaving.  New staff will be coming.  You will be considering all kinds of changes and possibilities.  The key question is - how is God re-forming you?  How is God moving among us to re-shape, renew and re-form this church?  Who are you now?  Who have you been throughout your 160 year history?  Who have you been at the best this church has ever been?  And Who are you called to be in the years ahead?  Some things will not change.  You will still be a servant church in the heart of Gardner, serving the heart of God.  You will still be the hands and feet of Jesus here in this place.  You will still be filled with the Holy Spirit and gifted with talent and blessing.  You will continue to be welcoming, caring, practical, loving and generous.  You will continue to be beloved children of God who share that message of grace.  You will continue to share God’s love.  But you will also be something more by the grace of God.  You will grow in God’s grace.  You will continue to Re-Form around the image of God in Jesus Christ.  You will find new ways to be the best that Christ calls you to be.  

This is a very exciting time in the life of this church.  You have the chance to listen to God and become all that Christ calls you to be.  Of course, you have always had that chance, and you have always responded to the Spirit of God.  What I mean is – things are falling into place right now by the plan of God.  Doors are opening.  Energy is flowing.  God is good.  And you are God’s people.  You have the chance in the year ahead – to Re-form.  To consciously choose who you are and who you will be.  To choose how to serve God here and now.  You have the chance to allow God to shape you and remake you, to bless you and send you.  You have the chance to grow in grace and share God’s love in the world in new and phenomenally powerful ways.  Take that chance.  God is with you.  You will be blessed.  

I have never been more sure of any church in my life, than this church right now.  You are ready.   God is preparing you for greatness.  You are God’s witness in this time and place.  You have a light to share and a mission to perform.  You are meant to grow and to bring seekers into God’s presence. You are very unique in this town in this time.  You welcome everyone and you witness to God’s loving acceptance, God’s powerful encouragement, and God’s life giving grace.  God has a future planned for you.  Trust God.  Listen to the call of Jesus.  And go where the Holy Spirit leads. 

Where that will be, how to get there and what this church will look like in a few years – that I don’t know.  But God does.  Again – trust God.  And go where Christ leads.   Your leaders are working very hard and are listening for God’s guidance.  You have some very wise and caring people on session and deacons, committees and other leadership.  But it is not only up to the leaders.  It is up to every single one of you.  Stay involved.  Stay connected.  Listen to each other.  Talk to each other.  Speak up when you have ideas.  Volunteer when you have gifts to share.  Support one another and trust each other.  God is with you and God will lead you where you need to go.  By that grace, we are saved.  

On this beautiful Reformation Sunday, look back at all the ways God has blessed you, all the ways God has shaped you, all the people who have formed your faith, all the ways God has called you and your people in the past.  Then, by God’s grace, look forward in faith and step out into the unknown.  Go where Jesus leads you.  Share God’s love in a wounded world.  Embrace the amazing possibilities the Spirit puts in your pathway.  And as a church, may we continue to love one another and serve Jesus Christ who loves us all.  May we continue to grow in ways that only God can imagine.  May we continue to be all God has called and created us to be in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


October 26 – Reformation Sunday

Jeremiah 18:1-6
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.  Then the word of the Lord came to me:  Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

Ephesians 2:4-10
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God -  not the result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them.

Hebrews 1:1-3
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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