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If you looked at the sermon title for today 

How many of you have had that old song “Zaccheaus was a wee little man,” 

running through your head all morning 

- well if you didn’t before you do now.

Yes, Zacchaeus is an interesting character.
In this story, What we have here is a message of grace and transformation.

Salvation has come to this place and to these people.
Not just for Zacchaeus, but for everyone around him.





Salvation has come.
Before Zacchaeus met Jesus, Zacchaeus was alone.

He was a rich man, a powerful man, successful by the world’s standards, 

but he was alone.  

People didn’t like him.  He was an outcast.

He was not a part of the community.

Even the way Zacchaeus met Jesus tells us a lot about him.

He didn’t run along with the crowd - jostling and interacting.

He didn’t push thru & mingle with the others - all trying to get a glimpse of Jesus.  

He pulled himself out and away and up - not a part of the crowd, not like the others 

- aloof and separate and distant - even looking down on everyone else.

That’s how he lived his life - set apart, different, 

maybe a little removed from everyone else.

Zacchaeus kept his distance.  He didn’t mix and mingle.  He didn’t get involved.

But, on the other hand, in this story, Zacchaeus did come looking for Jesus.

He didn’t stay away.  He was curious.  

Maybe that indicates Zacchaeus was looking for something.  
Zacchaeus wasn’t happy in his life – in his separateness and aloofness and aloneness.

Maybe Zacchaeus was looking for something more.  

Something he thought Jesus might have to offer.  Zacchaeus was seeking.
In fact, Zacchaeus went to great lengths to see Jesus 

- running ahead, anticipating the flow of the journey, 

finding a good spot, climbing up the tree and waiting.  

Zacchaeus was a seeker.  

How many of you know somebody like Zacchaeus?

How many of you ARE somebody like Zacchaeus? Seeking? 
Looking for something more, maybe for answers, maybe for meaning and purpose, 

maybe for a place to belong, a people to be connected with.

How many of us want that?

But sometimes, like Zacchaeus, we hold back.

Sometimes, like Zacchaeus, we stand aloof and watch and wait.  

to see if we’ll be accepted, 

to see if we can find anybody who’ll notice us, anybody who’ll like us.

I think sometimes, we all feel a little different.  We all ARE different - in some ways.  

And sometimes we feel like we don’t fit in.

There are times when you think - nobody thinks like I do, nobody believes like I do.
I don’t vote like everyone else does (as if we all voted one way).
I don’t enjoy the same music or activities or whatever.
Maybe I don’t belong here.

So we hold back.  We don’t commit.  We don’t volunteer.  Maybe we don’t get involved.
Some of us stand back and look on.  Some of us feel pushed to the fringes.

So maybe some of us climb up a tree (figuratively)

where we’re safe and won’t get pushed around,

and we look down to see what will happen.  

We pull ourselves apart from the community and we wait and watch.
Or maybe we go the other way.  We get over involved. We volunteer for everything.


We keep busy – climbing trees and running ahead of the crowd. 


We somehow want to prove we belong.  So we push too hard.  And do too much.
The remarkable thing about this story is that Jesus actually sees Zacchaeus. 

Jesus sees straight to the heart of this scared frenzied lonely little disciple. 

Jesus sees that Zacchaeus is seeking.

Jesus sees what Zacchaeus is doing, what Zaccheaus is needing.

Jesus sees who Zacchaeus really is in all his pompous aloofness.

Jesus sees him and Jesus loves him.  


As Jesus sees and knows and loves each and every one of us.  

Jesus says, Come on down.  Come here.  Come to me.  

Jesus says, let me give you exactly what you need.  Come.  

That’s the thing about this story.  On the surface it’s a funny little story about a funny little man.  But at its core, this is a story of love and acceptance, transformation and grace.  
And this is a reminder that the love of God is for each and every one of us.

You may identify with Zacchaeus.  You may not.  

But the message to Zacchaeus is the message to all of us. 


You belong.  You are loved.  You have a purpose in the presence of Jesus.


Jesus sees you – whoever you are, whatever you feel.


Jesus sees you and knows you and loves you.



And Jesus offers to you exactly what you need.



Come on down.  Come to Jesus.  And receive the gift of God’s grace. 

Before he met Jesus, Zacchaeus was alone – awkward and afraid.   

His priorities were a mess.  His life was empty.  
Oh sure, he was rich.  But Zacchaeus had come to know money isn’t everything.  


Maybe money isn’t much of anything – when you are alone.

After his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus was generous and joyful.


He invited everybody over to his house.  He gave away his money. 

We don’t know where his story ends or how he lived his life.  

But we can imagine fulfillment and purpose, care and community.  

Jesus gave Zacchaeus exactly what he needed.

And Zacchaeus lived a new life in Christ.

That is the promise of this story for each of us today.  

Come to Jesus and receive whatever grace you need.

Grace is not up a tree, apart from the crowd.
Grace - is climbing down and into the welcoming presence of Jesus.

Jesus calls.
Come on down.

Another interesting thing about this story is the move from separateness to community.

Zacchaeus came to meet Jesus. Immediately Jesus brought him to community.

“I’m going to your house today.”  I am opening up your private life. 

Jesus said, I am coming in – and I’m bringing a whole blessed group with me.  


Believers and seekers.  Followers and leaders.  Everybody is welcome. 

Jesus said, you are not doing this alone.  You need other people.  

So if you accept Jesus – you accept everyone else as well.


Zacchaeus hosted a whole crowd of people.  And so found out he belonged.

Zacchaeus found his place and God’s grace in community.  

And so do we.  

We know we are not perfect.  We know we make mistakes.  

Here at church, we know we have lots of room to grow and improve.  

The church is full of selfish, sinful, silly people of all kinds.


Especially me.
But here we also know that grace abounds.  That God is with us.
Here, we know, God calls us to something greater than ourselves.


Christ calls us to be better than we ever have been.  


We continue to seek.  We continue to serve.

Here we know we belong – because we belong to God.
Here you are welcome.  Here you are loved.  
Here we find the grace of a living loving God.  
Come on Down.  
Like Zacchaeus, find a new way of living, a full way of living 

- in generosity instead of greed,

in faith instead of fear, 

in community and grace and joy.

COME ON DOWN 
Face to face with Jesus.  
And trust God to offer you whatever you need to become all you are meant to be.
To the glory of God.
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