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We have a very rare opportunity today on a very important day in the life of the church.  Today is world communion Sunday.  Today we are delighted to share both of our sacraments in worship – baptism and communion.  Usually we try to schedule the sacraments on different days for practical purposes because of the time we would like to devote to each of these special holy moments.  But God’s timing brought Robin to us today and for that we are grateful.  That timing started me thinking about the meaning of it all – the meaning of sacraments, the meaning of World Communion Sunday, the meaning of the church in the life of the world today.  

A sacrament is by definition a holy moment.  From the Latin sacer or sacro – meaning sacred, holy, consecrated, set apart – set apart for the purpose of God.  Our sacraments reflect holy moments in life when we recognize the presence and power of God with us.  They call us to unity in Christ – unity with God and unity with one another.  In our tradition we have only two sacraments.  In the Catholic and Orthodox traditions there are seven sacraments and a few other holy mysteries.  Now, I recognize the irony that these sacraments which are meant to unite us are immediately the source of so many divisions within the worldwide Christian church.  We can’t even decide together how many there are, much less exactly how to share these holy moments.  

On a day like today, World Communion, we are called to set aside our divisions and to seek the Unity God desires for us.  As Ephesians says, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.”  May we be blessed by that unity in Christ.  May we work for that unity and harmony in the world by God’s grace.

But we do recognize, even in our weakest moments, that there is something about baptism that wraps us in the love and holiness of God.  There is something about communion that invites us into God’s presence by the grace of Jesus Christ.  Both of these sacraments open the door to grace and understanding through a profound and time honored experience.  If we are open, if we are willing, we receive the gift of God with us in this very moment.  We know God’s love.  We live in God’s grace.  And we thank God. 

In the sacraments we are not even sure what happens.  It is a mystery of God’s grace.  Oh sure, we understand the technical action – sprinkling of water, pouring of wine, touch of love.  We understand what happens.  We can explain the theology.  But the holiness, the otherness, the pure unbounded love – that we have trouble fully understanding.  How do these simple objects and elements bring us face to face with God in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Bread.  Water.  Jesus.  It is mystery.  It is divinity.  It is grace – amazing and overflowing.  It is gift of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.

The importance of these sacraments on this day cannot be over stressed.  Years and years ago, during the years between World War 1 and World War 2; during the Great Depression in America, in a Presbyterian Church, one pastor started this tradition of World Communion Sunday.  The idea was to remind ourselves for at least one single day, that God calls us to unity in the World.  The idea was blessed.  The idea grew and grew.  For over a hundred years, pastors of many denominations have stood at the table of Jesus Christ and echoed this call to oneness in Christ.  This tradition does not ignore our many divisions in the world.  It does not solve our problems.  Rather it calls us to be better than we are, better than we ever have been, by becoming more like Jesus Christ.  

That’s what that last part of Ephesians is talking about – “growing up into the body of Jesus Christ.”  It says we should not be “tossed to and fro by every wind” – trickery, craftiness, deceitful scheming.  They could have been talking about the politics of today – the divisions, the deception, the selfishness.  Disagreements are not new to our world.  But the advice is the same.  Don’t let yourself be tossed and thrown, dragged and misdirected.  You belong to God.  You belong to Jesus.  Act like it.  Grow up.  Be the people God has created you to be.  

Now I’m not speaking specifically about you.  I know you are all mature in faith, following Jesus Christ in the way of love.  I know it.  God knows it.  But God also knows sometimes we get overwhelmed and swept along.  Sometimes we need to be reminded that we are bathed in God’s grace and nurtured in Christ’s Spirit.  So God gives us reminders of holiness.  Bread to feed.  Water to touch.  Love to pour over you and into you.  That you will remember.  That we will all remember God is with you and how very much God loves you.  Child of God.  Beloved in Jesus.  Body of Christ.  Remember.  Receive the grace of God and remember.  Remember that you might live.  By the grace of God in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Live to the glory of God.  You have received every gift you need.  Every gift you will ever need.  Thanks be to God. Amen.  








October 5 2025 – World Communion Sunday

Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Ephesians 4:1-7
[bookmark: _Hlk202368975]I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

Ephesians 4:11-16
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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