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Are you a Mary or a Martha?  Chances are you’ve been asked that question before, especially if you are female.  And chances are you know what I’m talking about even if you haven’t been asked that question.  Further this is not a question just for women.  Men and women can be Mary or Martha types.  The stereotypes of the “doer” and the “seeker” which have become a part of our culture grow out of this scripture passage.  
Now I think the answer to the first question - “Are you a Mary or a Martha?” - I think the answer changes, depending on the circumstance.  Sometimes we are like Mary.  Sometimes we are like Martha.  And both are good – at certain times.  Mary is aware of the moment and listening to Jesus.  Martha thinks about the details and thinks of others and makes sure everything is taken care of.  And there’s nothing wrong with that.  I think sometimes people have misinterpreted the scripture to say Jesus was criticizing Martha for doing too much.  I don’t think that’s true at all.  The danger for the Marthas is in getting too caught up in the details and forgetting the meaning and the caring behind the details.  I think that’s what Jesus was saying.  Don’t forget the meaning behind whatever you are doing.  And I think the best of the Marthas think of others as naturally as they breathe.  Their doing is all about caring for others.  I think it’s alright to sometimes be a Martha and to be able to do things to help people.  That is a gift to have and a blessing for others.  What would the church do without all our detail oriented “doers?”
On the other hand, being a Mary is wonderful too.  I can be a Mary pretty quickly.  My favorite thing to do is to talk theology or to open the Bible and study with a group of people.  When I’m doing that - as the Thursday Bible Study class will testify - I often forget time all together.  I can spend hours thinking and talking and listening to opinions about just a few verses.  It’s so fun to think about the meaning of life, and our purpose, about God’s love for us and God’s call to us.  There’s so much inspiration.  There are so many ways God can speak - if we will just pause and take time to listen, to sit at Christ’s feet and to know God.  Mary takes the time to remember what’s important, and to spend time with God, growing closer to God.  For the Marys, the relationship is most important and spending time nurturing that relationship is the one thing that is most important.  So sometimes I’m Mary and sometimes I’m Martha.  And that may be true of a lot of us.  

I think in this scripture when Jesus speaks of the “one thing” that is needed, this scripture is not criticizing Mary or Martha.  Sometimes it’s good to be a Mary and sometimes it’s good to be a Martha, and always it’s good to be yourself, to use your gifts and to respect the gifts of others.  Mary and Martha are different.  You and I are different.  And that’s wonderful.  Each of us has something unique to offer.  And if we offer it to God and to the world, God can use our different gifts in remarkable ways.  
People have sometimes misinterpreted what Jesus was saying.  Jesus wasn’t saying Martha was wrong in being a doer and Mary’s more contemplative way was right.  I think Jesus was saying both ways are right if that is who you are.  The problem Jesus identified – where Martha went wrong (in this one instance) – was in trying to make Mary be like Martha, in not appreciating the gifts and the choices that Mary made.  It’s fine to be different.  In fact, it’s wonderful to be different.  It’s not fine to think your gifts and your way of doing things is better than anyone else’s.  Jesus said, “Mary has chosen the right way - for her – and it won’t be taken away.”  Notice Jesus didn’t say – your way is wrong.  You should be more like Mary.  Jesus didn’t say Martha’s gift was not important or that Martha should be like Mary, that we all should be like Mary.  Jesus said “there is need of only one thing.”  I think that one thing is to be yourself, and to let others be themselves.   We need to appreciate our own gifts, but we also need to appreciate the gifts of others.  We need to see others as they are and nurture their gifts. 
That’s what the other scripture for today from Romans reminds us.  That too is a familiar scripture passage.  We are the body of Christ - each with different talents and interests and abilities.  Each of those gifts is important and wonderful, and each of those gifts is to be valued.  A Mary shouldn’t try to be a Martha.  A Martha shouldn’t try to be Mary.  And neither one should try to change the other.  We each should respect the gifts of the other.  We honor each other and try to pull out the best in ourselves and in others.  The key is to discover your unique gift, to develop it, and as the scripture says, to find a way to “use it for the common good.”  Another key is to help others to do the same.  Nurture the gifts of others.
In the life of the church, we have entered the strong fall season of programs and planning.  We have classes and mission projects.  Choir and bells and Praise band.  We have started Christmas preparations.  We are thinking about stewardship and budget for next year.  We are making new commitments and sharing our gifts.  We are looking for elders and deacons, leaders and volunteers in many areas. Nominating committee is still working.   We are looking ahead and planning for the future.  And what a future it will be.  This is a phenomenal year with many new adventures to come – shaping the future of this congregation and reaching out into the community sharing the love of God in new ways.  It is a fantastic time to be here.  I encourage you to think about your gifts, your talents, your abilities, and how God is calling you to share.  
In the scripture for today, Martha was worried and distracted by many things.  I understand that.  With all that is happening in the church, and the world, and our lives.  I sometimes find myself “worried and distracted.”  Here at church we can find ourselves “worried and distracted,”  too busy and too stressed.  I’m not saying we should do less.  I’m not saying our missions and ministries are not all important and wonderful.  But I am wondering what Jesus is saying to us in this scripture.  Jesus says – one thing is needed.  What is that one thing?  What is needed?  What is the most important part of our faithfulness and our fellowship as a church?  Jesus speaks to us like Martha – dear Martha, pause and listen and receive the gift of God’s grace.  Think about Jesus’ call.  One thing is needed.  Offer that to God and be blessed in the presence of our Savior.  
The second reading gives us a clue to that “one thing that is needed.”  After Paul lists all these gifts like – preaching, teaching, encouragement, sincerity, leadership, diligence, compassion and cheerfulness.  After the scripture asks us to think about our own personal gifts and how we are called to share.  The scripture says.  “Let love be genuine.”  That is the very next line.  Then it is followed  “love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.”  This is not another list of things to do.  All of these are an outgrowth of love – the one thing that is needed.  Love.  Love God.  Love neighbor.  Love. 
I will leave you to think about how that applies to your life and our church.  What is the one loving thing that is needed?  What is the one loving thing that you can do?  What is the one loving thing that we can do for each other?  What is the one loving thing that this church can be for the world.  Jesus says, Love is all that is needed.  Love one another.  By this grace we are all blessed.  

Luke 10:38-42

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him.  She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying.  But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.”  But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

Romans 12:3-13

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good;  love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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