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This year, as we’ve been reading the big beautiful Bible stories in worship, I find myself reliving my childhood.  Maybe as I age, that’s a natural part of life.  Remembering and reviewing.  Anyway, on this Rally Day, I found myself remembering and reviewing the old Rally Days and Sunday schools of my past.  I decided to interrupt the flow of the sermon series by concentrating today on an experience rather than on a story.    The experience of Rally Day.  

Some of you remember those old childhood Sunday School Rallies.  I admit that we have made less of a big deal about Rally Day in recent years – so some of you may not remember Rally Day.  At the simplest, Rally Day is a way to kick off a new season of programs.  Rally day is time to rally back to church and get excited, time to start something new.  It’s a great time to be here together and to enjoy the community of the faithful people, our church family.  

For me always and forever, the most wonderful thing I could do at church was sing.  In the olden days, when I was a child and even when I first started in ministry, Sunday School included a lot of singing.  Does anybody else remember the old “opening exercises” where all ages would gather at the beginning of Sunday school for announcements and birthdays and Bible verses?  Anybody remember?  We would always sing several songs to start the day.  You know, the good old, church songs. This Little Light of Mine.  The B-I-B-L-E.  Deep and Wide.  Anybody remember?  One of my first jobs in church was leading the singing.  

I was reminded of all of this during Traveling Day Camp this year.  And I decided that as we rally back together for another year of wonderful programs, we would sing some of these great old songs today.  If you don’t know them, you are going to have to learn them fast.  If you do know these old songs, then you have to sing them loud and proud.  And as we sing them, I’m going to talk a little bit about the meaning of each of these great old song.  

First up, just so you are absolutely certain this is not a normal sermon.  
[bookmark: _Hlk201234244]This requires movement.  We’re singing Hallelu Hallelu Hallelu Hallelujah.  Praise Ye the Lord.  Who remembers that song?  OK. We divide the sanctuary.  
This half sings Hallelu.  This half sings Praise Ye the Lord.  
Stand up or for those of us who are older or slower, you raise your hands when you sing.  
Are you ready?	
Remember there is a reverse in the middle – Hallelu comes first at the beginning of the song.  Praise ye the Lord comes first at the end of the song.  
And we all sing the last Praise ye the Lord.   Ready?
Hallelu Hallelu Hallelu Hallelujah.  Praise Ye the Lord.  
Hallelu Hallelu Hallelu Hallelujah.  Praise Ye the Lord.  
[bookmark: _Hlk201234286]Praise Ye the Lord.  Hallelujah.
Praise Ye the Lord.  Hallelujah.
Praise Ye the Lord.  Hallelujah.
Praise Ye the Lord.

[bookmark: _Hlk201234558]Next song – who knows This is the day that the Lord has made.  It’s an echo song. 
 We will start out with you echoing me.  Then the last two times thru we all sing together.  
Again, if you know it sing it loud.

This is the day  (This is the day).  
 that the Lord has made.  (that the Lord has made)
We will rejoice (We will rejoice)
And be glad in it (And be glad in it.)

All together
This is the day that the Lord has made.  
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day.
This is the day.
That the Lord has made.

Let’s pause for a minute for a little theology.
What is the message of that song?
 
God is our Creator.
God blesses us each day with new gifts.
Find joy and praise every single day. 

The next song is a clapping song.  You have to get your rhythm right.   
It’s a double clap. Like this.  Clap clap.
Every time we sing, “We Love” you clap twice.  (Practice)
Then there is a twist on the clapping at the end, so we may have to grow into that.  
Again if you know the song, help to lead it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201235475]We love (clap clap) because he first loved us.
We love (clap clap) because he first loved us.
 We love (clap clap) 
We love (clap clap) 
We love (clap clap) because he first (clap) loved (clap) us. (clap clap)
Repeat.

I do believe that song and others like it shape the core of my faith.
We love because God first loved us.  Because Jesus first loved us, we learn how to love.
We know love because God loves us.  We share love because God loves us.  
That’s what it is all about. God’s love in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

I’m going to add one more song because it is a silly song.  
Who knows peach of a savior.  It’s all about fruit. 

He’s a peach of a savior.  He’s the apple of my eye.
He prunes back the branches when the branches get to high.
He bears fruit in season and his love will never die. 
And that’s why I’m bananas for the Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk201235832]Glory glory we’re the branches.
Glory glory we’re the branches.
Glory glory we’re the branches.
And that’s why I’m bananas for the Lord.

It’s a silly song, but it is about what is most important.  Bearing fruit.  Producing love and goodness in the world.  We belong to God.  We are connected to Jesus.  So we produce goodness and love in the world.  To the glory of God.

When I started thinking about this sermon.  I made a list of possible songs and stopped at 75 songs.  So believe me.  I could go on and on.  

Today, I am happy to announce we are starting or restarting a children’s music program.
Dean Faulk and Ella Falkner will begin working with our Sunday School kids. 	Every Sunday right after worship – 9:45 till the start of classes at 10.  All ages of children are welcome. 
They are still working on their play list of songs, but it will be fun and faithful.  
If you would like to help, see me or Dean or Ella after the service.  
It is not about expertise.  
It is about sharing the love of God thru the Spirit of God.  
God is calling you to Make a Joyful Noise – to the glory of God.

We are blessed by the gift of music.  We are blessed by the grace of community.  We are loved by the God of harmony and joy.  May you continue singing all of your days.  To the glory of God.  
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