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David and Goliath has come to be a proverbial story of a little guy taking on a big gigantic powerful guy or a corporation and winning.  It is often attributed to self confidence and determination, but in the original Biblical story, it is all about David’s faithfulness and his confidence in God’s presence and purpose.  David believed he would win because he believed God was on his side.  God was fighting for him; or David was fighting for God.  David trusted his own skills as a fighter, but even more so, David trusted that God would help him to succeed.  He believed in God.  He knew that God would prevail.  
We’ve all heard the story.  Since childhood we have heard the story.  Maybe we even acted it out or studied the characters in a Bible study.  We know about the sling shot and the five smooth stones.  We remember David’s skills as a shepherd and his youth as the youngest of 8 sons and perhaps the cockiest.  We know him later as a musician and a poet, a faithful friend to Jonathan, a warrior, a leader and a king.  We even know about several of his mistakes through the Biblical record.  Fundamentally, we know David as a boy and then a man, devoted to God.  

Goliath, we don’t know much about.  Except that he was big – huge – a giant.  6 cubits and a span would be 9 feet 9 inches – rather extraordinary even for today.  Goliath was a giant.  Goliath was a warrior, a champion and a Philistine.  These were the border neighbors of the Israelites in Canaan.  For generations there were battles and territorial disputes, until King David settled the conflict later in the book of Samuel.  You can certainly understand why no one of the Israelites stood up to fight for 40 full days.  An almost 10 foot tall soldier with full armor, a spear and a sword.  Fear seems the right response.  No human could imagine fighting this giant.
Which is probably exactly why it worked for the boy David.  He wasn’t imagining he would fight the giant.  He believed God would fight the giant if he just stood up to face Goliath.  David says, who is this guy that “he should defy the armies of the living God?”  It was all about God.  This boy David believed that with God anything is possible.  David put his trust in God and did what he knew how to do.  That is why this story has been remembered to inspire generations of people.  The boy king.  The boy shepherd.  We aren’t real sure how old David was.  Older than 13 because he was already apprenticing as a shepherd.  Younger than 20 because he was not old enough to enlist in the military.  A teenager – but not a typical teenager.  He already demonstrated the confidence, the leadership, and the wisdom of a king.  He already lived the faithfulness of a much older servant of God.  

One chapter before this one Samuel the great prophet had found David – the youngest son of a youngest son.  Samuel had seen something in him and recognized that David was chosen by God.  Samuel anointed the boy David as king appointed by God.  It was not public knowledge.  There was still a rightful king of Israel in King Saul.  But God knew that David would be king.  And Samuel knew it.  And David knew it and believed God was with him.  Scripture says that when Samuel anointed David, God’s Spirit stayed with David. The scripture says, “Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.”  This was just one chapter before our scripture for today.  God’s Spirit was with David.  This is how David had the courage and the confidence to speak to Saul and to go out to fight Goliath.  

So here’s my question for today, and why this story is one of our favorites from the Bible.  How does this story inspire faithfulness for us today?  Beyond history, and the legend of a leader of Israel, this story is intended to inspire and empower the same kind of faithfulness in us.  We tell the story to hear about David’s courage and trust in God.  Perhaps we have not experienced the same things that David experienced as a boy.  But God says we too are chosen and gifted by the Spirit of God.  We too are blessed by God and called by God to serve.  We have received the Holy Spirit.  We have received the grace of God in Jesus Christ our Savior.  We are called to trust as David trusts, to stand up for Jesus and to do what we believe is right.  
Now, I understand, no one wants me or anyone here to stand up and fight a 9 foot tall giant on a battlefield. Actually, no one wants me to fight any one any where.  But God does want me to stand up and believe, to trust God and to do what I am able to do in every possible situation of conflict or difficulty.  Trust God.  And do what you can.  

I thought I might close this sermon with an exercise for personal reflection.  David faced a giant with 5 smooth stones.  Think about the giants in your life.  The problems or situations or people that feel too huge to face.  I’m not able to name your giant – but you probably have one or more.  Maybe it’s a relationship or finances or health issues or family.  Maybe it’s a bigger world problem like racism or poverty or education or health care.  Maybe I’ve listed too many ideas.  I don’t want to think about an army of giants.  Just pull out one giant for you to pray about right now and place in God’s hands.  
One of the keys to this story is that David knew none of those giants are as big as we think.  None of those obstacles are greater than God.  God is bigger than any of the giants we face.  All of the giants we face put together.  God can do anything.  And we can do all things thru Christ who gives us strength.  David knew it.  Trust God.  

So go ahead.  Name your giants.  Recognize those giants that are taunting and teasing.  Then recognize it’s just talk.  It’s not truth.  The truth of God is stronger than any giant, more powerful than any fear.  God is more powerful by far.  We don’t have to be big and strong in our battles.  Because God is greater stronger more powerful and more loving than any demons or giants we can imagine.  So name your giants.  But then strike them down.  Take them out.  Those false giants have no power.  Our God is greater. 

David pulled out the tools he could use to face his giant  – 5 smooth stones.  These represented the gifts he had and the abilities he knew how to use.  As a shepherd these were skills he had practiced and felt confident using.  They gave him courage and strength.  Not like Saul’s armor that just weighed him down and made him slow and uncomfortable.  You have to use your own gifts, not the expectations of others.  So I invite you now to think about your own gifts and abilities.  Name your 5 smooth stones.  What makes you feel confident and courageous?  What gifts has God given you that remind you of God’s grace, God’s presence with you?  Name your 5 smooth stones.  Things that you do well that you can offer to God to use.  Maybe you are good with people.  Maybe you are calm in chaos.  Maybe you have energy and passion for a purpose.  Maybe family, friends, congregation.  Confidence in God’s grace.  Love of neighbor.  Certainty of call.  Maybe it’s a talent to share.  Maybe it’s a word of reassurance.  Name your stones – your gifts from God that help you conquer your giants.  Name your 5 smooth stones.  And if you come up with more than five that’s fine.  And if you have less than 5 that’s fine too.  Remember David actually only needed one.  
Now here comes a little bit of mystery for today’s sermon.  I am not quite sure what God will do for you today.  As you match your giant against your 5 smooth stones.  But I do know that God has given you everything you need to destroy that giant and do whatever God calls you to do.  I know that God is with you as you face every giant, that God will bless you.  Trust God and step out in faith.  Trust God and you will win.  Actually God will win.  God has already won.  Trust God and nothing is too big a giant to over come.  Trust God.  God is with you.  God loves you.  God will help you do whatever you need to do.  By God’s grace.  Amen.  

August 31 – David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17:4-11
And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. He had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him. He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” And the Philistine said, “Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may fight together.” When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid.
1 Samuel 17:32-40

David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” David said, “The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you!”

Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed them. Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.
1 Samuel 17:48-51

When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the Philistine and killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand. Then David ran and stood over the Philistine; he grasped his sword, drew it out of its sheath, and killed him; then he cut off his head with it.

When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.  
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