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Last week was fun.  I love Easter and I wish we could sustain the joy of the celebration of resurrection every week.  In fact in our tradition we worship on Sunday, the first day of the week, because that is when Jesus rose from the dead.  We believe every Sunday is a little Easter.  It is wonderful theology.  But it is also hard to sustain that joy and energy.  A week has passed, with work and school and family responsibilities.  With news in the world and challenges of daily living.  I would imagine some of you are already thinking about your next task, your next problem, maybe even your next fun adventure.  The world keeps moving and Easter was -- last week.  The resurrection of Jesus was 2000 years ago.  Life goes on.  

But today’s scripture from John reminds us that Easter is more than a day.  This reading from John is the assigned lectionary reading every year for the Sunday after Easter – I believe because there is so much in this passage.  This scripture begins on Easter evening with Jesus appearance to the disciples.  It picks up a week later as Thomas joins the group.  The scripture explains that Thomas had not been with them the week before so he doubted the wild stories they were telling.  Poor Thomas.  That perfectly natural skepticism saddled Thomas with the nickname “doubting Thomas” for centuries.  But really, Thomas doesn’t deserve that.  By the end of the story, Thomas demonstrated incredible faith, calling Jesus, My Lord and My God.  Thomas who had missed the first revelation more than made up for it in service to Jesus.   
I started thinking about the impact of that week between appearances in this scripture passages.  The story doesn’t tell us what happened – what the disciples did between Sundays.  Maybe work. Probably family responsibilities.  We know they were still trying to understand this new life after the resurrection.  We know they were still afraid.  Still trying to figure out what to do next.  While the joy of seeing Jesus and the impact of his breath of peace were remarkable, there were still questions and misunderstandings.  There still are.  
And Jesus knew that.  Jesus didn’t just offer one and done.  Jesus returned the second week with the same message – “Peace be with you.”  And this time Thomas was there.  And Thomas got it.  Thomas received this peace that passes understanding.  Thomas received grace.  As do we.  

The remarkable thing for me about this scripture passage is not Thomas' moment of doubt.  That is completely understandable to me.  Nor is Thomas’ change of attitude.  I get that - in light of what he experienced.  The remarkable thing about this passage to me is God's response to Thomas' doubt.  The story could have ended with Thomas saying, "I don't believe."  God could have left Thomas wallowing in his suffering and loss.  But God refused to let go of this beloved disciple.  Jesus came back – JUST FOR THOMAS.  There was no other point for this second visit of Jesus than to find and bring assurance to this one guy.  Jesus came back to give Thomas exactly what Thomas asked for.  No reprimand; just grace.  Jesus comes back to Thomas and says, "Hey, buddy."  Ok, maybe Jesus didn't say, "Hey Buddy" – that’s my interpretation.  But Jesus did say "Peace be with you."  Jesus says, "whatever you need.  I’m here for you.” Jesus has said it to me as well, and to countless others, again and again.  I will give you whatever you need, whatever it takes to help you.  Jesus will give it to you.  God will give it to you.  God is not troubled with our doubts and our fears, our worries and our busy-ness, except that they keep us from receiving the grace and the joy that God so wants to give us.  

Jesus says to Thomas – put your finger here, if you need to, see what you need to see, touch what you need to touch, reach out and take my hand.  Jesus said.  I want this for you and I will do whatever it takes.  God says the same thing to you right now.  Reach out and take God's hand!  Believe!  God will give you whatever you need.  God will return for you - again and again.  God will always come back for you, as Jesus came back for Thomas.  God will always give you whatever you need.  Believe it.  God will try to reveal truth to you over and over and over again.  God loves you so much … so very much.  Believe it!  

And furthermore, God offers this grace to absolutely everyone else.  God wants us, all of us, to know that God loves us and wants to be with us, and will do anything to give us exactly what we need, whatever we need.  God will even sacrifice for us.  God will even conquer death to offer us eternal life with God – for us and for all the world.  

And Jesus offers us peace.  That is another miracle of this story.  Three times in this passage, Jesus says, “Peace be with you.”  Three times – the perfect number for God.  Peace be with you. 

When I think about the world we live in – peace is hard to imagine.  When we remember the week of resurrection – the fear of arrest, the horror of crucifixion, the terror of the disciples, the confusion of what to do next.  Peace is not the first word that comes to mind.  Yet peace is the first word Jesus offers.  Out of the chaos of the week Jesus says Peace.  And then the scripture says an odd little phrase, “Jesus breathed on them and they received the Holy Spirit.”  The breath of life.  The breath of resurrection.  The breath of peace.  

This peace was not about the absence of fear or doubt.  This peace is about the presence of God.  This peace was not about ignoring the very real challenges, troubles and injustices of our world.   This peace of Christ is about the power of God’s Holy Spirit to help us face those challenges – to stand up for what is right, to care for others, to share God’s love – even in a world that does not know God’s peace.  The peace of Jesus is not some passive escape from the world of trouble.  The peace of Jesus is about moving into that trouble with the grace of God.  The disciples knew that.  The rest of their lives they spent fighting for God’s peace, facing trouble head on, and taking on the powers of the world with the love of God in Christ Jesus their Savior.  
The scripture from Jeremiah says the world has said “Peace, Peace” where there is no peace.  The peace of Jesus is not pretending that everything is fine.  Peace is not passivity.  In fact the peace of Jesus Christ is about power – the power of God shared in the world, the power of God to make things right.  And if it’s not right for everyone then it is not right for anyone.  Don’t say peace, where there is no peace.  Say, may the peace of Christ be with you, and then work for that peace of God.  Peacemaking is hard work, never ending work, and it is our calling today for all who believe.  There is a lot of work to do in our world to care for others and make this world a better place.  There is a lot of work to do to share God’s love and to follow Jesus Christ.  
Just as Jesus stood before the disciples, Jesus stands before us, saying “Peace be with you.”  Receive the Spirit of God, the grace of Jesus, the breath of life.  Receive all you need now to live God’s peace in the world in the name of Jesus Christ.  
Jeremiah 6:14
They have treated the wound of my people carelessly, saying, “Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.

Philippians 4:4-9

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
John 20:19-29

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
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