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The third story of Epiphany on this third Sunday of Epiphany is always the first miracle of Jesus.  As it happens this year that falls on Martin Luther King Jr weekend.  Some of you know that I grew up in Memphis Tennessee and in fact I was in Memphis when King was shot.  I was out in the suburbs but my mother was working downtown a few blocks from the motel where Dr. King was killed.  I was born in Mississippi in 1961.  All of my life has been shaped by racism and the struggles of equality.  In some ways we have come a long way.  In so many other ways, we still have a long long way to travel to bring justice and equality for all God’s children.  
My dad told a story of growing up in a small southern town in the 30's, 40's and 50's.  Actually, he told a lot of stories.  And I may have shared many with you – even this particular story that comes to mind today.  Because it was a small town, my dad knew just about everybody, and most people knew him very well.  When he was in high school and college, he worked at the college library.  My dad tells the story of one night during his last year in college, just before he headed off to seminary, when he was working late with the African American janitor – late into the night.  They both knew each other very well after many years working side by side.  And as they would do, they struck up a conversation about many things.  At some point the conversation rolled around to the civil rights movement and the subject of integration and some of the things that were happening in the day.  Remember this was sometime in the early 50's – early in the movement.  My dad explains that he was saying that he thought integration was a good thing and something that really needed to happen.  But both of them expressed a little fear about what was coming.  At one point, my dad, then just 21 or 22, said "It needs to happen, but I just don't think people are ready."  The old man nodded and turned to the young one, looked him in the eye and said, "Well Davis, you just go out there and you GET THEM READY."  YOU GET THEM READY!
Now, seventy years later, I wonder what that humble, honest, truth telling old man would think.  I know for my dad, that challenge continued to ring in his ears all of his life and called him to action.  The memory of that moment brought tears to his eyes and a catch to his throat.  I know that for years and years, he heard that voice again and again, "YOU get them ready," and it stirred him to action and prayer.  I know that my dad wondered if he did enough, fast enough.  I know he remembered his wise old friend – and hundreds of other friends through the years, and wondered how well justice was served.  And I know that there is still work to be done, fear to be faced, injustice to confront, and love to pour out.  And I know it’s the patient, poor, down trodden, overlooked and abused, who turn to us now and say, "If people aren't ready for justice now, then you get them ready."  Don't just wait for them.  Don't just throw up your hands.  Don’t just complain and worry.  Be the change you want to see.  Get them ready.  And thereby, perhaps you will be transformed as well.  
In the scripture for today from John, I've always been intrigued by the interaction between Jesus and Mary.  When there was a problem, Mary went to her beloved son Jesus.   She might not know what he was going to do, but she knew he could do something.  Even when he seems to say no, she turns to the servants, knowing he WILL do something to help.  Many people have offered guesses about why Jesus said what he did.  "What concern is that to us?  My time is not yet come."  My time is not yet come?  What did he mean?  But in the end – it WAS his time.  Jesus DID act.  And this became the moment of Jesus first public miracle, the moment when his ministry to the world began to be recognized.  The people weren't ready.  The world wasn't ready.  Maybe even Jesus wasn't ready.  But it was time - Time to renew God's mission "to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim release to those who are bound and burdened, to let the oppressed go free, to tell everyone about God's love and favor."  It was time.  
And it still is time.  It is time to take up the mantle of justice, to carry the banner of right living, to care for those who are neglected or persecuted or beaten down.  It's time… still.  Now.
But perhaps you don't feel ready, perhaps you don't know what to do, or perhaps you don't think you can do anything.  Perhaps you are unsure of yourself, or even afraid of what you might face if you take on this battle for justice.  I'm there.  I am one who stands in fear, who doesn't take risks, and who wonders what difference I could make – really.  Perhaps that's why I identify with Esther so well.  Esther from the first reading for today.  If you don't know the story, during the exile of the Israelites in Persia, Esther was a poor Jewish orphan girl who was chosen to serve in the Kings house, and then wonder of wonders was chosen as Queen.  While the rewards were great, so were the risks.  One wrong step and she could be put to death – just like the queen before her.  In the lesson for today, her uncle Mordecai hears of a plot to kill all the Jews and he calls on Esther to help her people.  As he points out, she could remain hidden and safe, but she could also save thousands of lives.  His famous challenge rings down through the ages to all of us who might be afraid to step out in faith and take a risk to serve God.  "Perhaps you have come to this place and time, perhaps the circumstances of your life have led to this very point, so that you too might rise up and make a difference.  Perhaps all your life has been shaping you for this very moment of action.  Perhaps all that has happened to you has happened, to prepare you, to make you ready, for such a time as this."
Hear God's call for you today.  I don't know what that call is, because I am not in your life and in your circumstances.  But I know that each of us has a call from God today.  Each of us has a way to respond, a gift to share, an action to take.   Each of us has been prepared for such a time as this.  And each of us can make a difference; each of us can help to transform the world.  To share God’s love.  To care for someone in need.  How is God calling you to seek justice and to serve love?  How is God calling you today?  Listen and Respond.  
These are concrete ways to reach out in the world, to care for the poor, to help those who are in need, to make a difference in the world, to lift up children and families, and to bring Christ’s love to those we encounter.  Look for your own ways to care, to stand with the oppressed, to work for justice for those in need, to share God’s love in the world.  If you need some help figuring it out, give me a call and we can look for God’s particular call for you.  
You are invited – now, today, in the hours ahead, in the week ahead – to listen.  Listen for God's call.  Look for that action you are being called to take, that way of responding, that commitment of the heart.  Listen for God.  And respond faithfully.  Respond with joy and generosity.  Respond with mercy and justice.  Respond with love as you have received God's love.  Respond as only you can respond.  For such a time as this.  
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Esther 4:13-14

Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews.  For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.”

John 2:1-11


On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the person in charge of the banquet.” So they took it. When the person in charge tasted the water that had become wine and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), that person called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee and revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

1 John 4 7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate a brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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