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What is truth?  Pilate ends there.  I begin there.  What is truth?
That has become an extremely relevant question for these days.  The world today has become too much like the Rome of Pilate’s day – when politics and power and wealth and perspective can change our understanding of what is true, what is real, what is important.  Jesus seeks to pull us back to the center.  Jesus is the truth.  God offers us truth.  Everything else must be measured by our understanding of God.  

Today is Christ the King Sunday.  It is the last Sunday of the Christian calendar every year.  Next week Advent begins and we start again from the beginning – when the Word became flesh and came to dwell among us. This last Sunday of the year is meant to put everything else in perspective.  Christ the King Sunday pulls everything together from the rest of the year – all the celebrations and all the teachings of the entire year of faithfulness.  Christ the King Sunday pulls it all together.  This Sunday reminds us -- what is most important, why we are here, why we worship and serve.  We gather here.  We worship God.  Because Jesus Christ is King – Lord of our lives and ruler of the universe.  Because of everything else in all the rest of the year - because of the birth, the life, the teachings, the death, the resurrection, the calling of disciples, the gifting of the church, the sharing of the good news, the living of the gospel.  Because of everything else we celebrate all year long, we gather here today and put our lives in the hands of Jesus Christ – Lord, Savior, King.  We say I believe.  Jesus, Show me how to live my life in your grace.  

That is truth.  Jesus Christ is King.  
And even as soon as I say that, someone might say, 
“but not everyone believes that Jesus Christ is King.”  
Ah… indeed.  What is truth?

Pilate in this story represents the world.  Jesus is standing there – giving Pilate all the answers he will ever need.  And Pilate says –Huh?  what? Pilate doesn’t get it.  Pilate doesn’t listen.  And in our world, a lot of people don’t get it.  They don’t see the truth that is plainer than the nose on their face.  That God is with us.  That Jesus loves all.  That by God’s grace in Jesus Christ we are saved.  They don’t see Jesus standing right there in front of them with arms open wide offering the world, offering everything to everyone, everything we will ever need. 

Pilate only saw another fine mess.  Pilate saw a political problem.  Pilate saw a power play.  Pilate saw his life’s work going up in smoke – if he made the wrong move.  Pilate saw his own power slipping away.  Pilate saw manipulation and strategy and trying to get ahead.  The answers were right there.  Jesus – God – was right there.  And Pilate saw only problems.  

Here’s the question.  I’m picking on Pilate.  But here’s the question.  We are in the very same place as Pilate.  We can see Jesus.  We can notice God.  We can know all we need to know.  We can hear truth.  We can experience grace.  We can feel love.  Amazing, overwhelming, empowering, transforming, life giving love in the grace of God.  Or … we can miss it entirely.  And if we choose not to see it, not to receive it, no one else can do it for you.  
What is truth?

That’s the gist of the entire gospel of John.  We choose God or not God.  We choose life or death.  We choose to be blind, or to see.  We choose to live in darkness or to live in the light of Jesus Christ.  You can tell people about Jesus.  You can shine the light.  You can offer the truth.  But every person must choose to see, to believe, to live.  What is truth?  

Here’s the thing.  We live in a complex world – where opposites exist at the very same time.  The light of the world has come.  But darkness still exists.  God is good.  But evil is also real.  Bad things happen to good people.  Good things happen to bad people.  God loves us.  But we still might suffer.  Look at the world – there is war, hunger, violence, pain, disaster.  There is also joy and laughter.  Babies are born.  Children play.  People dance.  Strangers offer kindness.  It is all here right on top of each other.  Both good and bad are real and true.  The difference is how we understand it all.  What brings meaning to life and to everything we experience?  

On this Christ the King Sunday we remember.  It is Jesus who gives meaning to all of life – the good, the bad, the ups, the downs.  If we focus on Jesus.  If we walk with God.  If we receive the grace of God.  If we accept God’s gift of love.  That explains everything and puts everything in the right place.  If we see thru the eyes of faith, we understand truth.  And the truth sets us free.  Free from fear, confusion, doubt, darkness.  Even free from suffering and evil, because we know God is with us and Jesus loves us, no matter what happens.  The truth of God’s love in Jesus Christ sets us free.  

The reading from Philippians for today is one of the oldest hymns about Jesus.  It is a faith statement about life and death, goodness and evil, service and salvation.  It is a truth filled with opposites.  Jesus was human and yet fully divine.  Jesus was equal to God but let that go in order to be like us.  Jesus emptied himself and so received the fullness of all that God gives.  Death brings life.  Birth offers rebirth.  God shows us everything very clearly and still we don’t fully understand.  Yet we don’t have to understand to be able to receive God’s grace.  God’s grace is most valuable.  This grace is freely given to all, to every single one.  This is the truth of God’s love.

In the week ahead as we celebrate Thanksgiving, we will remember again the grace of God, the love of Jesus, the power of the Spirit.  We will think about all that is good, and we will thank God.  We will pray about all that is difficult.  We will hope for whatever is best.  We will work for a better future.  We will remain blessed.  If we are able, we will share God’s love.  And we will know – as we know the truth - that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
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Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he existed in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.
Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
    and gave him the name that is above every other name,
so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

John 8:31-33
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

John 18:33-38
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”


The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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