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[bookmark: _Hlk178338244]I have a most profound question for you to consider this morning.  But beware this may keep you up at night.  The question:  “When does a cucumber become a pickle?”  Got it?  “When does a cucumber become a pickle?”  

I picked up this question during an online conference about change.  “When does a cucumber become a pickle?”  Or another way of asking.  At what point does change happen?  Where in the process does change happen, or is it all along the way?  Change is taking place around us all the time – the leaves are falling, the clock is ticking, the world moves on and on.  Sometimes the point of change is obvious.  The person is pregnant.  The baby is born.  But other times the point of change is not so clear.  “When does a cucumber become a pickle?”  

I have been saying for years that the church is changing.  The wider church.  The local church.  We don’t do things the way we have always done them.  We can’t.  And in many ways that is very good.  The church has to respond as rapidly as the world moves.  The church has to change as the church has always changed, in order to reach people with the love of God.  This same online conference I mentioned earlier asked the question – do you want the church to be a church or a museum?  The church is not intended to be something to look at and preserve, like a museum.  The church is intended to grow and improve and enhance and create and inspire and innovate and move.  The church is to be lived in the world.  We’re not supposed to just sit here and do the same old things.  Because if we do that, if we don’t change anything, the church will still change – it will simply shrink instead of growing.  God wants us to grow and reach out.

Change is happening – ready or not.  So we must plan for change and move with change, in order to be all that God calls us to be. We must let the Spirit of God move among us.  We must respond to God’s Spirit already moving.  

In all of the scripture passages for today, the Spirit of God moves.  And in all of the scripture passages for today, the Spirit doesn’t move the way the people expected God to move.  
Isn’t that just like God, you get it all planned out and you tell God what you want, and then God takes life in a completely different direction.  Change happens.  Whether you like it or not.  

Some of you like it.  Some of you are great with change.  You’re ready.  You’re even impatient.  You’re flexible.  You follow where God leads.  But some of us.  Frankly, I am more like Joshua in this story.  Wait a minute, this is not what you said would happen.  Aren’t prophets supposed to be in the temple?  What are they doing speaking God’s word outside the walls?  And then along comes Pentecost and that crazy Spirit of God pours out into the street and over the community, sharing gifts and spreading power – sharing power.  What in the world is God doing?
It can be frightening.  Change can be frightening.  We want to control it.  But we know we can’t.  Here’s the good news.  God can.  God can control and direct and bless those changes that are coming.  Whether we can.  Whether we are ready or not.  God can.  We must trust God.  We must move forward in faith by God’s grace.  Here’s the thing.  God has a plan.  We may not know what that plan is.  But if we trust God.  If we let the Spirit move, miracles happen.  

The Spirit of God is moving among us, my friends.  It may not be many languages like the day of Pentecost.  But the Spirit of God is moving with myriad possibilities right here and right now.  You may have heard – the session has started the process of expanding staff here at First Presbyterian Church of Gardner.  This is decidedly a leap of faith.  And it is decidedly the inspiration of the Spirit among your servant leaders.  Just like the people of Israel, just like the disciples at Pentecost, God is pouring God’s Spirit over this congregation and calling you to step out in faith – to receive the gifts of a loving and powerful God.  And to share those gifts in the world around you.  Things are changing, yes.  But they are changing by God’s grace and to God’s glory.  

Having said that, there may be some bumps along the way.  There may be some challenges and questions.  Some may feel uncomfortable like Joshua.  Some may feel stretched and stressed.  God doesn’t say growth will be easy.  If you are feeling stretched or stressed, come talk to me.  Or better yet, talk to your elders and deacons, those chosen by God to serve at this time and place.  Though the Spirit of God is moving among us, that doesn’t mean it will always feel easy.  You don’t have to read far in the book of Acts to find the challenges of the early church.  You also don’t have to read far to see the miracle and the blessing.  God knows who you are.  God knows where you are going.  And God knows what you need along the way.  

The reading from Numbers comes fairly early in the story of the wilderness journey.  Moses needed help in leading the people of God.  God provided 70 elders and made sure each received the Spirit of God, even if they all weren’t exactly where people thought they should be at the time.  Still God poured the Spirit over each.  Under their leadership serving God, the people became strong and faithful.  They were made able to enter the promised land and receive all of God’s gifts.  
In the reading from Acts the early members of the church received the promise and power of God.  This was not limited to the elders or even just the twelve disciples.  The Spirit of God was given to all who believed in Jesus and trusted God.  The gifts poured out in abundance and great variety.  The gifts of the Spirit were given to each person so that each might answer God’s call to service.  And those gifts have just kept coming for generation after generation, even down to today when we lay on hands and remember God’s call.  The Spirit of God may not be visible today in tongues of fire and mighty wind.  But the Spirit of God is visible in faces lifted to God, in voices of praise, in hands reaching and touching, in hearts offering love for God.  The Spirit of God is among us.  God moves and God calls each of us to receive that power and purpose today.  Friends, this is the promise of God for all who believe.  God is with you.  God loves you.  Trust God.  Share God’s love.  Let us move forward in faith by God’s grace.  Amen.  
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Numbers 11:16-17
So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting and have them take their place there with you.  I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take some of the spirit that is on you and put it on them, and they shall bear the burden of the people along with you so that you will not bear it all by yourself.

Numbers 11:24-29
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord, and he gathered seventy of the elders of the people and placed them all around the tent.  Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders, and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, so they prophesied in the camp.  And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”  And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!”  But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

Acts 2:1-4     
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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