Show Your ID – Imago Dei
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I’m throwing a little Latin at you today.  Imago Dei means image of God.  And it is a very important theological idea.  We are, humans are, created in the image of God.  What does it mean to be the image of God?  You heard the scripture – “in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.”  All of humanity is a reflection of God.  All of humanity.  I’ve always liked that this ancient scripture bothers to include the “male and female” language.  Why was it important even 3000 or 4000 years ago to point out that ALL humans are the image of God.  Not just the men.  Not just the women.  All of us are the image of God.  I think God included that gender balance thing to remind us that God is not made in our image.  We are made in God’s image.  It is not a visual likeness.  It is not a biological likeness.  It is much much deeper than that.  It is a likeness of character and ability.  It is a likeness of purpose and identity.  You are the image of God.  As such we must rise to that identity as the image of God.  We must be the best that God has called and created us to be.  

You are the image of God – imago dei.  I’m doing a little play on words or play on letters in my sermon title.  The first letters of imago dei are ID.  And we speak of our ID as our identity.  
That started me thinking about our true identity as the image of God. 

What is our identity, our ID, as the image of God?  What is meant by this description of humanity and this description of God?  What is it about God that we share in this same identity?  Volumes have been written to define this “image of God.”    

We know a few things that it is not.  It is not about the look – the blond hair, the green eyes, the color of skin, the gender male or female.  It is not a physical likeness.  You can’t pull out one type of person and say that is what God looks like.  Although some people have tried thru the centuries.  In fact, the image of God goes much deeper than skin deep.  Much wider than a casual look.  It is more about the nature and character of God, the responsibility and the purpose of God.  The image of God is about who God is.  

If you had to describe the essence of God – who God is – where would you begin?  As you describe – who is God?  Because if we are the image of God that is who we are called to be.  Who is God?  
From the Genesis Scripture passage, I’m going to pull out 7 characteristics that reflect the image of God.  Who God is and who we are called to be.  There are others but I’m just going to shoot for 7 today.  7 is a good Biblical number.

First is loving.  You know by now I always start with love when describing God.  So does this passage.  God is a God who loves, who cares, who shares, who connects.  As the image of God we are called to love – first and foremost.  Your identity should be loving.

Second - creative.  We call this chapter of Genesis the creation story.  God is the Creator.  It would follow that if we are the image of God, we are called to be creative.  We are called to imagine and explore and make and create.  We have been touched by the genius of God.  God wants you to produce and be creative.  Look for the good and pull that out of the world around you.  God has given each of us a spark.  It will take shape in different ways for each of us.  But for all of us it is about energy and power and joy.  We are called to create.

Third – expansive.  In this story in Genesis, one creation builds on another.  One day grows out of another.  God just keeps going and going.  God’s universe just keeps expanding and growing.  In fact, scientists today say the universe is still expanding.  So we are called to grow.  As children of God, the image of God, we carry on that legacy.  We are called to reach out, to share, to care, to extend, to expand, to keep on growing.  

Care – that’s the next word.  Fourth – dominion as care.  In the story from Genesis, God gives humanity dominion over the earth.  I’ve talked before about the meaning of dominion, not as domination but as care.  God transfers the role of care giver and care taker to us.  We are called to tend and nurture, to protect and provide.  As the image of God, we must care for everything God has given to us.  We must care for everyone around us.   We must care for the whole world.  Like God, we must do everything possible to protect the earth and to provide for ALL of God’s people. All people everywhere.  

Fifth – the essence of God in this passage, is one who gives life.  We must give life.  We cannot take life.  Obviously this applies to “thou shalt not kill.”  But beyond that, we must actively bring life into the world.  I’m not talking about giving birth.  I’m talking about giving life.  What gives life to the people around you?  What brings life to the world?  It’s about energy and power, fulfillment and purpose.  In business they call that “add value.”  To be the image of God we must add life.  What brings life to a situation?  What offers hope?  What helps people to breathe and expand and grow in God’s grace?  This is the essence of God.  The holiness.  Perhaps this is the hardest to describe and I hope you know what I mean.  It is resurrection.  It is breath.  It is life.  As the image of God, you have been given this spark of life.  As the image of God, we are called to share this resurrection life with others.  Be the presence of God for someone else.  That is your identity as the image of God.  

The sixth element of our ID as the image of God – is that we are relational.  We are connected.  That is core to the nature of God.  Relationship.  Notice in verse 26 scripture says, that God says, “Let us make humans.”  Who is this US?  We think of God as singular.  But this verse reminds us that the essence of God is plural – trinity.  “Let US make…”  God is connected.   The essence of God is relational.  God is not singular, independent, alone.  God is always and forever about relationship and connection, interaction and inter-dependence.  Likewise we as the image of God, the likeness of God, are meant to be together.  We must be connected.  We must relate to others.  We must depend on others.  We must work with others.  We must love one another.  We are meant to be connected as God is connected.  We are meant to be relational.  Togetherness is part of our identity as the image of God.  

And finally, I’m going to end where I began.  God is inclusive and we are called to be the same.  God created us in the image of God, male and female.  This is meant to be inclusive not restrictive.  We can not define everything that humanity is.  Just as we can never define everything that God is.  

If I asked you to describe God, you would never start with the words male and female.  And yet this scripture passage does.  Why?  I believe it is because God wants us to include everyone.  It is not either or.  It is both and.  And this is not binary.  This is not exclusive.  This is not everything that God is.  This is not everything that humanity is.  This is only the beginning.  We are the image of God.  That includes everything that God is.  We are called to imitate God, to reflect God, to point people toward God.  You are the image of God.  Show people what God looks like.  Reflect God like an image reflects the original.  Reflect God.  Show God to the world.  Be loving, creative, expansive, care giving, life giving, relational, and inclusive.  Be the image of God in the world.  Live the love of God as received in Jesus Christ our Savior, by the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
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Genesis 1:26-28
Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
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We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
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He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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