
Welcome

Prelude                         “Our Heritage”                        John M. Rasley  
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Call to Worship:
Leader: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
People: And from that beginning God has never stopped creating.
Leader: God created the universe and all that is in it.  God created humanity in God’s image in infinite diversity.
People: And God said “It is good.  It is very good.”

*Opening Hymn:           “Morning Has Broken”                   Red Hymnal ,#60
                                             
*Prayer of the Confession (Unison) by Ruth Burgess and Carol Dixon, Iona Community
Break into our darkness, formless God, with the light of Your presence.  Split the cosmic silence and speak in the void of our shapeless lives.  Plant seeds of love in barren hearts; nourish us with Your life bringing Spirit.  Mold us, so we become the image of Yourself, and every facet of our universe displays the stamp of Your creative love.  Then help us rest in You and see that life is good.  Amen.  

*Silent Reflection

*Assurance of Pardon

* Gloria Patri               (Glory Be to the Father…)               Red Hymnal, #623

Children’s Time

Scripture						   “Genesis 1:1-2:4a”                               (page 1)
Readers Theatre (The Message) – 
Narrator - 
Voice of God -
It was Good -
Day Keeper -

Special Music - Mica Marriott-Ward         
   
             
Sermon                           “It Is Good”                   Rev. Kimby Young

*Profession of Faith            The Apostle's Creed     Red Hymnal, inside back cover
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk68965087]*Hymn                     “This Is My Father’s World”              Red Hymnal, #58

*Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer

Offertory Meditation                 “Prayer”                          Leon Boellman

*Doxology 

*Prayer of Dedication
           
*Closing Hymn:            “For the Beauty of the Earth”  			  Red Hymnal, #560

*Benediction
        
Postlude                      “With Sounding Brass”                 Chester Nordman
[bookmark: _Hlk83906360]                 *Those who are comfortably able will please stand.
[bookmark: _Hlk159317824]
           Rev. Kimby Young, Pastor; Dean Faulk, Music Ministries
                              Alice Rollf, Organist 
    Mike McGuire and Brad Cornell, Slide Production; Kim Liu, Sound







Childcare is always available in the nursery (off the hall to the west of the sanctuary). Children are welcome to stay in the sanctuary thru the whole service, or to leave at any time. Allison Perry is our primary childcare attendant. 
 
Offering Plates are at the entrance of each aisle for your contributions to the work of the church.

Gardner Multi Service Center collection is ongoing every week and is always in need of any non-perishable food. Bring something every week or once a month.
 
Fair Trade Products for Sale on Sundays Coffee, tea, chocolate, nuts, olive oil, dried fruit, baking products, and a few other items are for sale each Sunday at church.
 
Harvesters Food Distribution is always seeking volunteers. Every 3rd Saturday at Trade Net Parking lot and every 4th Wednesday at Divine Mercy Parish. Distribution begins at about 1 p.m.  

A "Suggestion Box" is outside the office for ideas, comments, questions, and thoughts. Contents will be reviewed at session meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month. 
 
SAS – Summer Adventures on Sunday - Sunday school for all ages - 10 a.m.  To help or lead a week talk to Kimby Young or Marsha Cooper.
 
Elder On Call will be in the narthex each Sunday morning between services to answer questions and hear ideas or concerns.   

Women of Faith Book Club - The next Book Club will be held Thursday, August 22, 2024, at 6:30 pm at the home of Linda Jensen. The book of choice is "Mostly What God Does" by Savannah Guthrie. Anyone is welcome to join anytime.

Johnson County Fair Parade Float – August 2 – Sign up for T-shirts or to help with float creation.

Holy Smokes BBQ and Music Festival Community Event - Saturday, August 17 – 5-8 p.m.

Scripture for Upcoming Worship – series on Why Presbyterians Do What We Do
July 21 – Women are Called to Preach - Gal.3:23-29; 1 Cor 14:34-36; 1 Tim 1:8-15	
July 28 – Inclusion and Sexuality – Only God Can Judge – Luke 6:36-45; Mark 12:28-31.
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First Presbyterian Church
In the heart of Gardner since 1866 ~ Serving from the heart of God

                Sunday, July 14, 2024
                     8:45 AM
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Welcome - Thank you for joining us for worship today.  Please fill out a visitor information card found in the pew racks and place those in the offering plate so that we may follow up with you in the future.  Your presence with us today has been a blessing to us, we hope that you have felt the presence of God and the welcome of this congregation.
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