Pentecost - Many Gifts One Spirit
[bookmark: _Hlk162354489]I Corinthians 12:4-14, 27									Kimby Young
Acts 2:1-8, 12, 14, 16-18, 21								May 24 2026

I am leaning into the Holy Day rather than the holiday in the sermon today.  Pentecost more than Memorial Day weekend.  They don’t always fall on the same day, because of the timing of Pentecost.  Pentecost is 50 days after Easter.  Pentecost started as a Jewish festival – fifty days after Passover - in celebration of the first harvest.  It is still celebrated in the Jewish tradition. For Christians the holy day took on a whole new meaning with the events recorded in today’s scripture from Acts.  The disciples gathered together after the ascension of Jesus were just trying to figure out how to move forward.  As the scripture records, suddenly and dramatically, they received the power of the Holy Spirit in wind and tongues of fire, with gifts of language and understanding.  They spilled out into the street sharing their joy and 3000 people came to believe in Jesus Christ in one day.  Pentecost is celebrated as the birthday of the church. A new community is formed and the disciples moved into leadership.  The church began to organize and develop patterns for life together.  Today in the world wide church, Pentecost is a day of celebration of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit.  Pentecost is often about creativity and diversity, inspiration and moving forward in a new way.  We believe each of us receives a variety of gifts from God, and we celebrate that diversity of gifts.  Because we each have different gifts, abilities, talents, interest and perspectives, we believe God intends for us to use the particular gifts we have been given in order to serve God, to share God’s love, and to build up the body of Christ.  We are each called to do our part and to do what we do best – all to the glory of God.   

Our calling today, just like those first disciples is to receive the gifts of God’s Holy Spirit.  Be open to God’s grace poured out over you, perhaps not in wind and tongues of fire.  But perhaps in ways just as real and concrete.  You have been gifted by God.  You have something to share, something to do, something that only you can offer to this community and to the world.  Our job is to receive that gift, identify that gift of God that is within you.  And help others to develop their gifts.  Encourage one another.  Care for one another.  Develop your gifts and use them to help others.  

The thing is gifts change over time.  On that first day of Pentecost the disciples needed excitement and power.  They needed to be confident in the sharing of the story of Jesus.  God gave them the drama of that day to inspire the season ahead.  God gave them language to communicate with all the people in the city that day.  God gave them a miracle so people would take notice.  God gave them a community of care to support one another.  On that first Pentecost so long ago.  God gave the disciples exactly what they needed to do their job – to fulfill their calling and to glorify God.  And 3000 people joined the church in one day. 

[bookmark: _Hlk209542175]God still gives us exactly what we need – whenever we need it.  11 years ago when I got here, this congregation needed healing.  You needed assurance that you were who you are, beloved and capable children of God, called to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  So 11 years ago, God sent me here to care and comfort and love and be loved.  And we grew together into a healthy happy community of beloved people who know that we have gifts to offer to the world.  Now you are ready for someone new.  You are ready for excitement and mission.  You are ready to reach out into the world with energy intelligence imagination and love.  (For those who don’t remember, these are some of the words of our ordination questions.)  Will you serve God and this congregation with energy intelligence imagination and love?  Yes, you will with God’s help.  God is leading you into new adventures of ministry and mission.  God has a plan for you.  And God is bringing new leadership into this community to help you grow in God’s grace and reach out in magnificent and miraculous ways in the days ahead, in the season ahead.  

You see - Pentecost is not just a day; Pentecost is a season.  In fact, Pentecost is the longest season of the church year – stretching out from now to November.  What that says to me is that the movement of the Holy Spirit is not just a moment; the movement of the Spirit is a lifetime.  We are not expected to do everything in a day, but every day we are expected to do something.  We move forward and grow and change.  We offer our gifts.  And perhaps our gifts even change over time.  Every day we do our best and the Spirit continues to inspire us every single moment of every single day.  Our job is to pay attention to the Spirit of God and to respond as we are able to respond.  Do what we can do to serve God, to follow Jesus, to share the love you have received.    

It is not coincidental that this congregation is entering the season of Pentecost just as your leadership is in transition.  God is inspiring a Pentecost season for you.  Feel the flames of the Spirit rest over each of your heads.  Feel God’s Spirit upon your head, every heart, right now. God is calling you.  Feel that wind, that breath of heaven, blow over you and into you – inspiring your mission by God’s grace.  Receive the power of God.  Know the inspiration of God for this time.  Every single one of us has gifts to share.  Every single one of us has a job to do.  Hear that call of Jesus and respond.  Share your gifts to the glory of God.  Because it is together that you serve God.  Together you will move this church forward as God is calling you to grow and give and empower others.  I am leaving – and the work of the church does not all fall to the next pastor.  The life of this church is in your hands – in every hand and heart here.  God is calling every single one of you to step up and continue serving to the glory of God.  Jesus Christ will lead you where you need to go.  Your call is to follow.  Your call is to serve.  Your call is to share the love of God that you have received, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  All to the glory of God.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  



May 24 2026 – Pentecost and Memorial Day

Acts 2:1-8, 14-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,  
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above
   and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

I Corinthians 12:4-14

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.  Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  



2

