The Evening of the Resurrection
Luke 24:36-49										Kimby Young 
John 20:19-31										April 26 2026

The two scripture passages today tell the same story from different perspectives.  Both start with the evening of Easter – the evening of the day when Jesus rose from the dead.  Luke tacks it on after the end of the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  They have just run all the way back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples what they experienced when Jesus walked with them, broke the bread at table and vanished from their sight.  They arrive back breathless after their return to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples where they were gathered.  Notice the verse says, “while they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them.”  John on the other hand doesn’t even mention these running disciples, he concentrates on the locked doors and the fear among them.  In both stories, Jesus offers peace and calls them to a mission.  John adds to the story with the absence of Thomas and the record of the following week when Thomas is with the group again.  The John version of this first Easter evening is the assigned lectionary for every Sunday after Easter so I have preached from it many times – but I’ve never combined it with the Luke story and placed it in chronological order of resurrection appearances.  There is enough in these two Bible passages for a dozen or more sermons and several hours worth of Bible study.  So to narrow it down just a little bit, I started thinking about the differences and similarities between these two scripture passages.  It is the exact same event – but the gospel writers tell it so absolutely differently.  Why?  Because even though we are in the same room we do not experience life and the grace of God in the same way.  What Jesus means to me is not the same as what Jesus means to you – similar, but different.  So with Luke and John.  Both knew Jesus.  Both were touched by the resurrection.  Both received new life by the power of God.  But they lived that resurrection power in very different ways.  They expressed their faith in very different ways.  And so do we.

This is a very exciting time in the life of this church.  I will be here for 5 more Sundays.  When I leave you will also meet a new bridge pastor – which is kind of like an interim but with a more flexible commitment.  There is a lot of change happening right now.  That can be scary and disruptive.  It can also be exciting and innovative.  God is working powerfully among you and has marvelous plans for this congregation.  My point is your new pastors will do things differently.  But it is the same God moving through all of us.  It is the same message of life and hope and grace that you have always known.  Luke and John saw things differently.  They remembered and pointed out different details.  But they told the same story of God’s grace in Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  They told the same story of good news of great joy and love.  

And not coincidentally, both of them started with peace and do not be afraid.  Or more accurately Jesus starts with peace.  Because Jesus knows we are afraid of change.  We are afraid of a future we cannot predict or control.  Yes we are excited.  Yes we are happy.  You can be happy and afraid at the same time.  Jesus knows that.  And Jesus says, “Peace be with you.”

Just think about those first disciples on that first night of Easter.  Jesus rose from the dead!  They had no idea what was happening or what was about to happen in the days and years ahead.  But they know everything had changed.  They also knew – if they stopped to breathe and think about it.  They knew the amazing overwhelming unbelievable magnificent power of God.  If God could raise Jesus from the dead – God can do anything.  If Jesus could stand among them, anything could happen.  Miracles could happen.  God could save the world. 

That is what we celebrate today.  That is God’s resurrection power.  And that power - God’s resurrection power - has been given to us.  New life in Christ is yours.  

Jesus begins with peace.  Now peace in the Bible is more than just quietness and calm.  It is more than the absence of war or chaos.  Shalom in the Old Testament.  Irene in the New Testament.  Peace is an important life-giving concept.  It is a gift given directly from God – a blessing.  Peace in the Bible is a positive way of living.  True peace means wholeness, prosperity, rightness, comfort, joy, confidence.  Peace means everything is right and as it should be – as a gift from God.  And true peace means not only that everything is right for me, true peace only comes when everything is right for everyone.  Jesus offers peace immediately to his disciples.  When everything was SO wrong and frightening, Jesus came to make everything right.  Jesus gives them exactly what they need.  Peace be with you.

And Jesus offers that peace to us – rightness, wholeness, grace.  Everything is in God’s hands.  You are in God’s hands.  Jesus reminds us that we have been given the Holy Spirit as promise and reminder that God is always with us.  God loves us and wants what is best for us.  Peace be with you.  Receive God’s gift of grace.  

Luke also reminds us that beyond grace and peace, we are given a mission to do for God.  John reminds us of our calling as well – but not until later in this chapter with the story we will hear in the next two weeks.  Grace is freely given.  Peace is perfectly promised.  But we also receive responsibility.  As Luke says, you are witnesses.  You have seen Jesus.  You know God’s love.  You are called to share what you have seen and give what you have received.  We are blessed in order to be a blessing to the world.  Remember that resurrection power of God I was talking about – that power has been given to us so that we might help God change the world.  We serve God by sharing all that God has given.  

Notice that both of these stories talk about forgiveness.  I find it interesting that the first time Jesus comes back to all of his disciples gathered he talks about forgiveness.  Maybe Jesus knew that we could not always live in the high of resurrection power.  Probably Jesus knows that we make mistakes – we have made mistakes; we will make mistakes again.  So Jesus reminds us to forgive, to remember grace, to concentrate on love not on perfection.   God knows we are human.  Jesus knows what being human feels like.  How hard it is some times.  How many times we fail.  And Jesus reminds his disciples to forgive in the very first breath Jesus breathes over them.  Don’t beat yourselves up.  Forgive.  And breathe again.  

I am taking that message very personally.  I know I have made some mistakes in the last 10 years here.  But you have been forgiving and God has moved powerfully among us.  I know that I will make more mistakes even yet, and so will you.  In this time of transition, hold on to the breath of God in the Risen Savior Jesus.  Breathe in the grace God pours over you.  And move forward in that grace.  I don’t have any idea what lies ahead.  But I know God and I know God loves you.  And I believe God has miracles planned for your life and this community of faith.  Breathe in that breath of life.  And move out in the power of God’s Spirit to a powerful resurrection life.  Amen.  

Luke 24:36-49
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

John 20:19-29
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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