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I have preached from this story very often in the last 10 years.  It is a favorite for the Easter season.  Chronologically, from the gospels, this story takes place on Easter Sunday afternoon.  The last two weeks in worship we have looked at resurrection stories from Easter morning.  Today’s story is just a few hours later in the afternoon.  It picks up as two disciples are walking along a road – going home after their Passover holy day in Jerusalem.  In a way, these disciples represent every single one of us, falling back into ordinary life after the high spiritual celebration of Easter.  The holy day ends, and life goes on.  The miracle.  The mystery.  That was two weeks ago.  Now we are thinking about so many other things.  And yet, the story reminds us.  Even when we don’t notice, Jesus walks beside us through our ordinary days.  Resurrection continues – even today.  

As I said, I’ve preached from this story before.  You’ve heard it before.  You know the story.  Two disciples walking home – friends, husband and wife, parent and child.  We don’t know.  They live together so it’s probably family – but we don’t know anything else about them other than that they are disciples of Jesus.  We also don’t know if they are going home because that is what they planned to do, or if they are going home because they are discouraged and confused and choosing to leave the other disciples of Jesus.  They are talking about what just happened – the arrest, the crucifixion, the death and the strange report from the morning that Jesus has risen from the dead.  These disciples don’t understand.  So they are talking.  They are listening.  And Jesus joins them on their journey.  

And you know the rest of the story.  How Jesus teaches them.  How they listen.  How their hearts burn within them as they hear scripture in a new way from the Word of God in flesh.  How they invited him into their home because they wanted to know more.  How they suddenly recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread. You know the story.  And it is miraculous.  

The question is – how does this story apply to us today?  When do our hearts burn within us?  How are our eyes opened to the presence and the miracle of Jesus in our lives?  What does resurrection mean for us here 2000 years later? 

We go through most of our days without thinking about God being with us, without considering what God can do.  We just walk and talk and work and eat and spend time with family or friends – not remembering that God could change everything in an instant.  We see our lives, we see what we expect – and in reality Jesus is walking right here beside us wanting to open our hearts and teach us all about God’s love.  God is with us every single day, every single moment – if we would just open our eyes – what could we see?

Perhaps I said that wrong.  In the story, they didn’t open their eyes.  Their eyes were opened by the grace of God.  We don’t know how or why – we just know suddenly they recognized Jesus.  Some say it was the familiarity of Jesus at table lifting bread and blessing and breaking it.  Some say it was the bread itself – reminding them of the body of Christ broken for all and shared that we might live.  Some say it was a miracle of revelation – God’s gift because they were willing, seeking.  We don’t know why sometimes we understand and sometimes we don’t.  It is not about what we deserve it is about what God gives freely and fully in the grace of Jesus Christ.  They were touched by Jesus and transformed.  They saw the world in a new way.  That is resurrection power. 

This story is not a how-to manual for disciples seeking Jesus.  It’s not a step by step process of how to suddenly understand all the mysteries of Christ.  It is a witness.  It is two disciples sharing their experience of resurrection.  That is our call, our invitation. To recognize that God is right here with us in our ordinary days, that Jesus walks beside us everywhere we go.  When we break bread, when we talk about scripture, when we gather together – two or three or more.  Jesus is right here with us.  Whether we notice or not.  

My question all season with this sermon series has been – what does resurrection mean?  It means new life.  Transformed life.  Life where anything is possible by the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  Life where everything is in God’s hands.  You are blessed.  You are loved.  You have gifts to share.  You have a call to share God’s love.  Anything is possible.  Believe it.  Open your eyes and live to God’s glory.  

This church has been touched by the resurrection power of God.  Just look around and see.  Yes things are changing.  It is a season for miracles and possibilities, not fear.  Don’t wander home like the disciples on the road.  Receive the gift of God and see that Jesus is walking right here among you.  Let your hearts burn with new revelation and understanding.  Let God’s grace flow through you.  When the disciples finally understood, they ran back 7 miles through the dark so they could gather with their community and share the good news.  They had to be a part of this new and wonderful thing God was doing among the believers.  So do you.  You have to be a part of God’s work here and now – gracing and growing and giving.  This church is so wonderful.  Not just because of who you are, but because of who God is and how God is moving among you.  Jesus Christ is alive!  And the resurrection power of God offers new life here and now.  Receive that gift and live that love through Jesus Christ our Savior who walks among us even now.  Thanks be to God.  
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