Cross:   End and Beginning
[bookmark: _Hlk206088555]Mark 15:20-39										Kimby Young
Revelation 1:8										March 22 2026 

Usually we don’t read today’s scripture until Good Friday – which is still not quite 2 weeks away.  Each of the gospels has a different perspective, including different aspects of the day, different people who were there, different things Jesus said or did.  Mark’s gospel that we heard today is the shortest account.  From Mark’s perspective the entire gospel of Jesus Christ points to this moment on the cross – this moment of sacrifice that shows tremendous love in action.  The cross, the crucifixion, is absolutely central to our faith.  We have been focusing on the cross this season of Lent, with all it’s meaning and passion and purpose.  Ultimately – it’s all about Jesus.  The love of God as lived in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

I don’t talk much about the cross – except maybe this time of year.  I don’t talk about the brutality of the death – the pain, the suffering, the blood.  I know it was real and horrible.  I’ve seen the movies.  I understand the details.  But I don’t often dwell in that darkness.  However, the cross reminds us – that darkness in our world – sin, suffering, pain, brutality, anger, fear, injustice, hatred, blood, death.  The cross reminds us that the darkness in our world is vey real.  And not just for Jesus.  But for everyone born.  The cross reminds us also that darkness is not the final dwelling place.  The cross reminds us that the light of the world faces that darkness head on, takes on that evil – and wins.  Jesus transforms that darkness to life.  

The cross then becomes not a symbol of death and suffering, but a reminder of God’s power to transform.  Jesus took the worst thing that could possibly happen and turned it into love and eternal life with God.  The cross becomes a bridge from all that is dark in this world – a bridge into the very presence of God.  Jesus connects us to God – reconnects us to God – and restores humanity to our rightful place with God for eternity.  God loves us.  God wants to be with us.  Jesus’ death proves that love and opens the way for us to receive all of God’s grace.  Look how far, God in Jesus Christ is willing to go to show us what love looks like lived in the world.  The cross points directly to God’s love.  

The cross is absolutely central in our faith and theology.  The cross marks a turning place in all of history – a unique miraculous intervention of God in the world.  There has never been another time like it in all of history – when God came into the world to be with us and to show us true love – in death and resurrection.  That’s why we are Christian – because of the cross.  Think of it as a mark on the timeline of history.  A cross marks the spot.  The cross is the end of the old way and the beginning of the new.   The end of confusion, separation and death.  The beginning of life, love and all that is good.  From that moment forward – God is absolutely clear.  God loves you.  God wants to be with you.  Christ calls you to follow.  Choose life.  Choose to follow Jesus Christ in the way of love.  Jesus is the way.  

I am unapologetically Christian.  That doesn’t mean I condemn others.  That doesn’t mean I think God can’t reach other people any way God wants to.  That doesn’t mean I think Christians have always gotten everything right.  But I am Christian because I choose to believe Jesus reveals God’s nature as loving, powerful, purposeful and overflowing with grace.  I believe our Triune God speaks to us in many ways and reaches out to us throughout our lives.  God offers us multiple chances to choose Christ’s way of love, light and life.  It is not one and done for us.  We choose every single day in a million different ways – to love God and love others.  But it is one and done from God’s perspective.  God loves us.  Done.  God will always love us.  God will only love us.  God will continue to love us even when we don’t choose God.  
God will love. 

The cross reminds us that even though the darkness of the world is real.  God’s love is even more real.  God’s love in Jesus Christ is ever present, always flowing over you and into you.  Receive that grace and live today as one who has been blessed by that amazing overwhelming love of God.  We live in the light.  Even though there is darkness all around us, we live in the light of God’s love in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Look to the light.  Live in the light of Jesus Christ.  

All during Lent I have had my cross collection on display in the narthex.  Today I am giving them away.  Quite literally.  I hope everyone here, will go choose one cross and take it home with you today.  There may be some negotiations at the table – if more than one person wants a certain cross.  If you gave it to me, you get first pick.  But there are plenty to go around.  So please, go choose a cross today and take it home.  I’m giving these crosses away for two reasons.  One reason is practical.  As I approach retirement in two months, I will have no where to display them.  I won’t have an office or a big enough wall at home.  And it just seems wrong to box them up as collectables.  A cross is meant to deliver a message – as I have said all season.  A cross is a reminder of Jesus Christ and all that God says to us through Jesus Christ.  A cross is meant to speak to you and to others in the name of Jesus.  

So that’s the second and real reason I decided to give them away.  I will not be here in 3 months.  But you will.  Or if you are a visitor you will be somewhere serving God, following Jesus.  The work of the church will go on and will flourish.  You of course, will have a new pastor.  But it will be your job, as it has always been your job – to continue the work of the church.  The pastor is not the leader of this church.  Jesus is.  Further, the pastor is not the authority in our tradition – the session and you members are the decision makers in our church.  It is up to you to carry on the mission of Jesus Christ as you see God’s call for this church.  As you take a cross from my collection, let it be a reminder to take up your cross – to do your part in serving God through this church.  You are Christ’s servant here and now.  You are called to make this church whatever you believe God is calling you to be and do.  Take up your cross and follow Jesus.    This by the grace of Jesus Christ and to God’s glory.  Amen.
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Mark 15:20-39
After mocking Jesus, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.  Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).  And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.  And they crucified him and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.  The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.”  And with him they crucified two rebels, one on his right and one on his left.  Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!”  In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself.  Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.”  And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”  Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  Now when the centurion who stood facing him saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

Revelation 1:8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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