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For the next 6 weeks, we are in the church season of Epiphany. (From January 6 until the beginning of Lent – February 18 this year.)  Epiphany is the season of seeking and revelation.  We believe God reveals truth to us in a variety of ways, most clearly in the life of Jesus Christ. 

Epiphany is about looking for signs of God all around us, and especially amid the darkness of the world.  Seeing God with us and living in an awareness of God's presence.  The light of Jesus Christ shines in the darkness.  Sometimes we see a flaming light of God's love.  Sometimes we can only pick out the glimmering star.  Always the light shines in the darkness and offers hope.

I find it interesting that the season of Epiphany falls during January.  When the nights are long and cold, we look for light and warmth.  We are reminded of grace and love.  We hold onto the hope of renewal and the possibility of promises to come.  Sometimes it is a desperate grasping for goodness amid all that is dark and difficult.  Sometimes it is the powerful assurance of God's presence that brings joy and the certainty that all will be well. 

January is a difficult month.  People struggle against despair and grief.  We run out of energy.  We want to close in on ourselves for protection.  At the same time cabin fever stirs a restlessness and a desire to be with others, safe and strong in community.  

Our church seeks to provide that community and connection we so desperately need.  Being together and checking on one another is our faithful response.  Our faith reminds us that when we seek God, we find God who has already found us.  Our faith reminds us that winter ends and spring will come.  The natural rhythm of our world has order and purpose in God's plan.  Indeed, resurrection is promised and will come whether we can see the signs of life or not.  

In this cold and weary season, hold on to God's promise of grace.  Seek the light of Jesus Christ.  Share the warmth and love God has given to you.  Pray that all may experience that presence of God.  Remember that you are blessed and live in that hope.

Worship Schedule  			
January 4 – two services – Epiphany – Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12. - Seeking the Light
January 11 – Baptism of Jesus – Matt. 3:13-17; John 1:29-42; Mark 1:9-11 - Baptism Lessons
January 18 – MLK – Amos5:24; Mic6:8; Isaiah 40:28-31; Luke 4:14-21 - Keep Dreaming
January 25 – Annual Meeting – Matthew 4:18-23; John2:1-11 - Everyday Miracles

Monthly Financial Report
At the end of November 2025 our records indicate:
total income this month 	is  $27,001.57
total expenses this month	is  $33,666.04
The session and finance/operations pillar thank each of you for your contributions to the church – financial or any other contribution.   A complete line-by-line expense report is available upon request.  We will close finances for December after January 6.  

Sunday January 25 at 9:45 a.m.
Annual Congregational Meeting
The session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 25 at 9:45 a.m.  The purpose of the meeting is to receive our annual reports from staff, committees, groups and pillars, to approve an action item from our associate pastor nominating committee, and to approve the terms of call for pastor Kimby Young. 
The report papers will be available to pick up in the office the week prior and will be available at the meeting.  They also will be sent out by email.  
Sunday Treats for Fellowship from 9:45-11a.m. – You Can Volunteer to Help.
On Sunday mornings a variety of individuals and groups provide coffee and refreshments on a rotating basis.  Some people have asked how they can help.  There are a couple of options.  You could volunteer to be responsible for all coffee and treats on a regular rotating basis, or you could help provide some of the treats every once in a while with one of the other groups.  Judy and Phil Lenahan offer treats one Sunday of every month.  (Thank you!)  Other groups in the church offer treats about once every two months.  If you (or your group) would like to join this regular rotation, please talk to Pastor Kimby.  We are now working on the rotation for 2026.  If you would like to help out occasionally, you may work with any pillar on their assigned Sunday.  You may speak to the elders for that pillar to volunteer. In 2026 that will be Karl Allen for Worship; Ginger Crist for Discipleship; Lynn Moldrup for Mission; and Larry Schick for Finance/Operations.  

New Member Class
If you are interested in joining the church, speak to pastor Kimby so we can schedule a class in the next few months.  We will set the dates based on those who are interested.  Usually the group meets two times, and the second of those is with session for approval as members.  Even those who have attended for a long time are welcome in this class to move forward with a church commitment.  If you are interested in information about joining the church contact Pastor Kimby Young or the church office.

Per Capita – Donations welcome
In the Presbyterian Church USA, each local church makes a payment to the denomination based on the number of members on record in a previous year.  This per capita payment emphasizes our connectional nature and our oneness in Christ.  These funds go to support costs and ministries of the denomination on the local, regional and national level.  Some of these funds pay salaries and operating expenses.  Some of these funds pay for maintaining programs and offices, including vocational ministries, committee support, evangelism, new church development, educational ministry, communications, support networks and advocacy programs.   
If you would like to contribute to the church the amount, we pay for membership for you or your family, that gift can be designated on your check to First Presbyterian Church as “per capita.”  You may also pay an extra per capita membership contribution for someone who cannot afford to pay their own.  You may also round your donation to $45 or $50 if that is easier.  
Per Capita for 2026 is $45.91 per person.  
(Heartland Presbytery $31.50; Synod $3.15; National GA $11.26) 
For First Presbyterian Church of Gardner the total for 2026 is $7712.88.   

Vacation for Pastor Kimby
Kimby will take a week of vacation from February 1-8.  Guest preacher for the week February 8 will be Kristin Austew who is a chaplain at St. Luke’s on the Plaza.  Kristin has preached for us once before.  Kristin is a Presbyterian minister ordained in 2014, married, mother and gifted in many ways. Be sure to come and welcome Kristin to worship.

Weather Cancellation Policy
Usually, we try to worship if possible.  We may modify worship or cancel Sunday school.  Even if we don’t cancel.  Be smart.  Be cautious.  Don't take any chances.  Even if a church event is not cancelled, if you do not feel comfortable getting out, you are excused.  If you have a duty, we will find someone to cover for you.  
Generally, midweek if school is cancelled, events are cancelled.  But discretion is given to event leaders to cancel if needed.  Check with the event leader to be sure. 
Check emails, Facebook or the website (www.fpcgardner.church) for announcements about cancellation.   Also check KMBC-TV notices.  
Call Kimby 913-481-7076, or Connie 913-244-8185.




Souper Bowl of Caring Collection on Super Bowl Sunday – Tackle Hunger
Sunday, February 8
We will join millions of people from all across the nation in support of this fundraiser to end hunger. Started by a Presbyterian youth group in 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring has since grown all over the world, collecting more than $100 million donated back into their own communities.  “Souper Bowl of Caring” works to mobilize those looking to fight hunger and poverty around the time of the Super Bowl football game.  Bring non-perishable food items on or before Sunday, February 8.  You may also make a financial contribution designated to "Souper Bowl of Caring." We will have soup pots ready to collect money on Sunday, February 8.  Bring your loose change, noisy offering to add.  Food Donations will be divided between the Johnson County Multi-Service Center of Gardner and the Joy Closet parking lot outdoor free food pantry.  Money will go to the Multi-Service Center.  Let’s defeat hunger!!

Noisy Offering – February 8
Our loose change offering for this quarter will fall on Super Bowl Sunday, February 8 and will be given to the Souper Bowl of Caring.  This offering which is collected by our children and youth during worship is a fun way to “Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord” and to remember that little gifts add up when shared together.  Each noisy offering is designated for a specific cause, usually something that benefits children and youth in our community and world.  This month’s offering is for Souper Bowl Sunday – Tackle Hunger.  Remember to bring your coins to worship on Sunday, February 8 and help us “make a joyful noise.”  

Note of Thanks
On behalf of the Christmas for Children Committee, abundant thanks for providing gifts.  We served 176 children from 68 families this year. When you wake up on Christmas morning, know that because of you, children and their parents will be so very happy.
May you and your families be blessed this holiday season and all the days ahead in the coming year.  We are humbled by your generosity.
      Ushers for January 2026 8:45 a.m. service
Jamie Bovitz, Ron Rushing, Gary & Janet Richardson

Prayer Concerns  Dave Sinclair, Lois Barber, Harlan Plunkett, Paula Waters, Mark Perry, Michael Judah, Sue Henderson, Juanita Murrow, Joyce Pattrick, Brenda Jones, Karen Elliott, family of Barb Tropansky, family of Ron Krehbiel, Cynthia Krehbiel, family of Martha Samuels, family of San Juanita Leal, Amy Foster, Karen & Rex Roney, Campbell Moldrup, Alice Christensen, Lin Swartz Uncle Tom, Ronnie Duchene, Susan Wilson- Dierksen, Susan Gash, Abe Portenier, Rhonda Krehbiel, Sharon Frahme, LeMoyne Zimmerman, Jon Deiley, Amanda Allen, Dozer Reed.
Women’s Fellowship Group We do not have a meeting in January.  The women’s Fellowship Group meets on the first Wednesday of each month, from March through November, in Fellowship Hall. The Fellowship Group is open to all women of the church.   
Men’s Breakfast on Tuesday, January 13th at 7:00 a.m. Perkins.
Presbyterian Women Meeting on Monday, January 19th at 6:30 p.m.




	[image: A colorful logo with black text

Description automatically generated]Store Hours
MONDAY 	      10 – 7
TUESDAY 	      10 – 7
WEDNESDAY     10 – 4 
THURSDAY	    10 – 7
                                                                                   SATURDAY	    10 – 2
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	New Year – New Promises
As January approaches, many people take a few moments to think about ways to improve by making personal goals and taking small steps on a path to improvement.

If your goals include being more aware of God’s blessings in your life, take a few moments and think how you might honor your good fortune.  One way, is to give back to the community with your time and talents at JOY Closet.  
Volunteer with us and you just might:
· Deepen personal relationships.
· Make new friends.
· Make better use of spare time.
· Bless others who are in need.
You will be welcomed  at JOY Closet!


	Designated Donations – Helping other non-profits through ‘tips’ and donations at the register:
November’s donations amounted to $1,250 and were sent to Wounded Warrior Project, the nation’s leading veterans service organization, dedicated to improving the total well-being of post 9/11 wounded, ill, and injured veterans, service members, and their families.  [image: A group of people running on a road
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More information about this non-profit can be found at:  Veterans Charity - Non Profit Organization for Veterans
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Hands to Hearts KC will receive Designated Donations received in December.  
Their programs encompass hunger, clothing, books, and holidays/Christmas for families. 
This story will touch your heart: 
A nurse from Silver City Elementary, our first partner school, gave us a request…
On a cold, winter day, a child arrived to school in wet clothing. She asked the child why their clothes were wet. The child responded that they only have one set of clothes, their mom worked nights and they had no way to wash their clothes. Each night, the child would wash their clothes and hang them over the radiator to dry. That morning when the child got up for school, the clothes were not dry. Only having one set of clothes, the child put the wet clothes on and walked to school in the cold.
It is a sad fact that children with little clothing are likely also hungry.
More information about their non-profit can be found at:
Home Page - Hands to Hearts KC 


	Communication and Caring – Blessing others through prayer
JOY Closet is a caring community.  Our group chat has been busy this month with volunteers sharing their medical concerns and asking for prayer.  The response has been reassuring and we continue to pray for healing.  God places wonderful people in our lives and we are richer for it.  Praying brings us closer to each other as well as to God.
A message box is also on the table in the kitchen area with supplies for submitting suggestions, concerns, and ‘shout outs’ recognizing volunteers who go above and beyond.  These are shared in our group chat with other volunteers.  
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]JOY Closet is a wonderful place to volunteer.
We’re always looking for wonderful people to advance our mission!  Sometimes we just have fun!
JOY – it’s in our name!
Come in and see Margaret, Cathy, Ginger or Cindy about your volunteer opportunity!

	


Community Resources Meeting
Recent job losses and the threat of discontinued funding for families in need have resulted in a great need among many local families.  JOY Closet managers, Cindy Rollf and Ginger Crist, attended a recent meeting organized by USD 231 Schools administrators, counselors, and social service personnel. Local church pastors and area nonprofit representatives participated in order to discuss ways to coordinate efforts in helping area families.  
The purpose of the meeting was to inform participants about resources and  to organize information.  As we receive the information, it will be posted at JOY Closet and made available to shoppers at the register. This will better equip us when people have needs beyond what JOY Closet is able to provide.

	A thank you note was received from Nike Elementary Second Grade Teacher, Mandy Soetart, for our contribution to buy books for her second grade students.  
Mandy says in her note:  From the bottom of our hearts! Thank you for pouring into our kiddos. Every student got a book of their choice to take home and we were able to restock our classroom library!  Mandy
The JOY Closet Board sponsored a book purchase for all second grade classrooms in the district.  It is an honor to be a helping partner for young readers.  
Turning donations into helpful merchandise for shoppers and then being able to do something extra for people in our community.  
It feels good and we want each volunteer to know that you are appreciated!  Thank you!

	For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes, and you clothed me. [image: A lighthouse on a cliff with a light house and the sun in the sky
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Matthew 25:35-36 NIV 
JOY Closet Is a ministry of
First Presbyterian Church of Gardner, KS
Serving our community since 2013
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ONCE AGAIN, JESUS SPOKE TO THE
PEOPLE AND-SAID, “I AM THE LIGHT
OF THE WORLD. WHOEVER

FOLLOWS ME WILL NEVER WALK IN





image2.jpeg
JESUS. OTHERS, YOURSELF.

Joy Cloael

THRIFT STORE
i Finat Preshylenian Chunch,





image3.jpeg




