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Who do you know who might …  – by Pastor Kimby
Discipleship Pillar is looking for a new paid Children’s Education Coordinator.  We know that God has the right person for this position.  We need help making the connection.  Do you know someone who loves children, loves Jesus, and is looking for part time work?  Really think about that.  Because we believe it will be someone who knows someone who is somehow connected to this church.  Please help us spread the word.  And if you don’t know anyone, please pray for God to make the connections, to bring the right person to us for this job at this time.

It is an exciting time to be a part of this church.  Your session and leaders believe God is calling this church to grow.  You are reaching out in mission and in ministry with families.  The new associate pastor will help to move this growth.  But one person will not be able to do it alone.  You will need to build a team with expertise in every area.  Along with the strong volunteer leadership you already have, new staff will be able to strengthen programs and ministries.  

If you know someone who might be interested, contact the office or anyone on Discipleship Pillar or session for a job description.  I’d be happy to answer any questions.  Again, pray for the right person to come among us to serve God and our families.  Thank you.  
 
Worship Schedule  
July 6 - Galatians 5:1; 1 Corinthians 10:15-33 - Free in Christ	
July 13 - Guest Preacher Sarah Evans		
July 20	- Genesis 6-9 - Noah & the Ark	
July 27	- PYF Mission Trip Presentation and Worship – one service at 10a.m.

Vacation for Pastor Kimby – Guest Preacher July 13
Kimby will take a week of vacation from July 7-13.  Guest preacher for the week July 13 will be Sarah Evans who has preached here several times.  Please plan to come and welcome Sarah.

PYF Mission Trip Worship Presentation
July 27, 2025 – 10 a.m. Worship
One Worship Service
Our youth will lead worship on Sunday July 27 at 10 a.m. to share their experiences of their mission trip to Altoona, Pennsylvania to work with Ministries.  Mark your calendars for July 27 at 10 a.m. for one service.  Please come support our youth as they lead us in worship.  

Stay for Potluck – July 27 – 11:15a.m. -ish
Come for worship and stay for potluck lunch after the PYF Mission Trip Presentation and Worship Service.  Our deacons are sponsoring a congregational brunch.  Bring a main dish, side dish, salad or dessert to share.  It is a wonderful way to enjoy the gifts of our congregation.  Bring a friend or family member to worship and brunch.  Everyone is welcome.  

Monthly Financial Report
At the end of April our records indicate:
total income this month 	is  $ 32,935.95  
total expenses this month	is  $ 54,664.89
This expense includes the parking lot repaving and restriping.  
The session thanks each of you for your contributions to the church.   A complete line by line expense report is available upon request.  We will close finances for June after July 7.



Summer Finances and Additional Giving  
Giving is always down in the summer, but expenses remain high.  This always adds a little stress to the Finance and Operations Pillar and Session as we try to balance the budget.  If you plan to be away, consider sending in your pledge early.  Also consider giving a little extra in the regular offering to compensate for our expenses.  Any extra giving is greatly appreciated.  If you are not able to give, please pray for our church and all of our operations and missions.  Your session strives to be good stewards of all of God's gifts. We appreciate your partnership in ministry and mission. Thank you for all of your gifts and prayers. May you be blessed. 

Mission Pillar Hygiene Kits from Heart to Heart International
We are planning a hands-on mission project again for summer but need your financial help now. We have scheduled an event to put together hygiene kits for people in emergency situations on Saturday July 12 (9:30 a.m.).   Carpool from church starting at 9a.m.  We will travel to Heart to Heart facility and get a tour of their mission as we assemble the kits.  Sign up on the sheet in the narthex.   We need to raise funds now so that we know how many kits we can put together.  Last year we raised just over $1000 to put together 200 kits.  ($5 each).  We would love to match or exceed that number this year.  If you would like to contribute to this project, please mark your donations "Mission Kits."  Mark your calendars now to be a part of the assembly group on July 12 at 9:30a.m. (9am. To carpool). 

Teachers for Fall – New Teachers and Helpers Needed
We are beginning the process of recruiting teachers for next year for Sunday School.  We plan to keep the same age ranges of classes – Preschool, Elementary (1-4) and Middle School (5-9).  We need a new lead teacher for the 5th-9th grade group.  High School youth will again be invited to help lead and teach.  We welcome regular weekly teachers or occasional substitutes.   If you would be willing to teach, to assist, or to substitute, please speak to Pastor Kimby Young, or to anyone on the Discipleship Pillar to volunteer.  

Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee is about to start the process of looking for elders and deacons for the class of 2028 to begin serving in January 2026.  If you have a name to suggest, if you would be interested in serving, or if you would like more information about what is involved in these service positions, please contact the church office or anyone on nominating committee.  This year’s committee includes Karen Elliott, Lynn Moldrup, Carl Frahme, Paula Waters, Larry Atwater, Robin Tropansky, Phil Lenahan, Lois Barber, and Pastor Kimby Young.  

Johnson County Fair Parade – August 2 10am-noon
We will again have a float entry in the Johnson County Fair Parade on Saturday, August 2.  Mark your calendar and plan to join us walking or riding bikes/scooters/wagons in the parade.  We want to be represented again, sharing good will in our neighborhood.  It is a great way to get our name out in town.  We will collect candy all month to add to our handouts.  Bring in your candy donations and leave them in the basket in the narthex.   If you would like to work on a team to put together an entry for the 2025 parade, please contact Oliver Schwab.    

Ushers for 8:45 a.m. for July 2025
Dean Faulk, Linda Wolf, Oliver Schwab, Dane & Shana Devlin

Communion Servers for Sunday, July 6 8:45 a.m.
1. Mitch McSwane
2. Larry Schick
3. Ron Crabbs
4. Lynn Moldrup
5. Sandy Rieger
6. Randy Rieger

                                   Communion Servers for Sunday, July 6 11:00 a.m.
1. Seth Cooper

Prayer Requests: Pat Clark’s brother-in-law Steve, Pat Clark’s sister Linda, Kim Liu, Sharon Frahme, family of Bill Hicks, family of Mary Jane Gieringer, Bob Knoche, Rhonda Krehbiel, family of Alma Plunkett, Gary Allen, Ronnie DuChene, family of Dr. David Matheny, family of Steve Holben, Martha Samuels, Lance Schramm, Dennis Chambers, Tom Patton, Brad Richardson, family of James Tijerina, Beau Foster, Ruth (Talbot) Hailey, Phillip Armstrong, friend Sharon & Carl Frahme, Robert Mashburn, Susan Gash, Susan Wilson-Dierksen, Jerry Seim, Abe Portenier, Jim Applegarth, Jerry Lane, Jon Deiley, Trinity D’Autorio, Skyla D’Autorio, Amanda Allen, Laurie Holben, LeMoyne Zimmerman, Mike Judah, Dozer Reed, Jackson Tijerina, Reagan Barnadt.

Women Fellowship Group will meet on Wednesday, July 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please join us for a morning of fellowship, including devotions by Esther Seim and refreshments by Paula Waters.  ALL WOMEN of the church are welcome. The women’s Fellowship Group meets from March through November in Fellowship Hall. Our purpose is to provide care and support for the mission and service projects of the church.

Women of Faith Book Club The next Book Club will be held Thursday, August 22, 2024, at 6:30 pm at the home of Linda Jensen.  The book of choice is "Mostly What God Does" by Savannah Guthrie.  Anyone is welcome to join anytime.  
Book Club will be Thursday eve, 7-31-25, at Heather Rutler's house, the book is “Scarlet Thread” by Francine Rivers
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Perkins 7:00 a.m. Tuesday, July 8.  All men are welcome for fellowship and good food. We pay for our own food and meet in the closed room on the west side of the restaurant and bring a friend!

Thank You Note
Dear Parishioners of First Presbyterian Church,
     Thank you so much for your generous donation to our pantry.  Your support means the world to us and makes a real difference in the lives of those we serve.  Because of your kindness, more individuals and families will have access to the food they need.
     We truly appreciate your compassion and generosity.
With Gratitude,
Kara, Heather, & Sarah @ SW MultiService Center

Traveling Day Camp
Our church sponsored Traveling Day Camp from Parkville the week of June 16-20th.  We had approximately 48 campers each day, 6 Parkville counselors, 10 senior counselors/leaders (over 16 years old), and 15 junior counselors.  It was great hearing young voices and laugher in the church all week.  We need to thank Linda Wolf for organizing the food for the Parkville staff (breakfasts, lunches, and dinners) and the snacks for the campers each day.  So, we also want to thank everyone in the congregation who provided all this food.  Our day camp is known for having great food!  Our campers, their parents, and the volunteers all had positive comments and want to know when day camp will be next year.  Thanks for all the support and help.
Camp coordinators: Marsha Cooper, Robin Tropansky, Linda Wolf, Kim and Karen Liu
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MONDAY 	10 – 7
TUESDAY`	10 – 7
WEDNESDAY 10 – 4 
THURSDAY	10 – 7
SATURDAY	10 - 2
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	Thanks to our wonderful backroom helpers…in this heat!
[image: Free Warm Thermometer Cliparts, Download Free Warm Thermometer Cliparts ...]We so appreciate your willingness to brave the heat with a smile!
You definitely have a heart for our mission.  Some of our patrons have not yet discovered the fun of shopping at JOY Closet…so YOU are the face of JOY Closet for them.  
THANK YOU for being appreciative and helping the community know we appreciate their generous donations.

	JOY Closet will be partnering with The Hope Market
and the City of Gardner in sponsoring 
"Sunday Funday: Food Truck Frenzy" 
events at Celebration Park.  
The Hope Market and JOY Closet work hard to support families in our community. These events are all about bringing folks together for
some fun, good food, and connecting with local resources.
We've got three Sunday dates lined up this summer:
· Sunday, June 29th (4:00 PM - 7:00 PM)
· Sunday, July 27th (4:00 PM - 7:00 PM)
· Sunday, August 24th (4:00 PM - 7:00 PM)
Promotional items from JOY Closet will be available.
Live music!  Free popsicles! 
Inflatable obstacle course!  Come and join us!


	[image: Colorful up hands. Raised hands volunteering vector concept. paper art ...]Volunteer Opportunities: 
Cashier Assistant(s) needed on the 2nd and 4th Saturdayof the month from 10 -2.
Greet shoppers, help customers find merchandise, and assist cashier in handling larger purchases. 
Training will be provided.

Saturday continues to be a busy day!  Come make the shopping experience a success for one or both of the above shifts.


	[image: Summer Reading Recommendations | Enabling Devices]Books from JOY Closet to Hands to Hearts

This past month nearly 1,000 children’s and youth books were delivered from JOY Closet to Hands to Hearts.  
According to information from their website, over 90% of kids in the KCK area don’t have a book of their own.  Reading research shows that children who do not read by third grade have a high risk of not finishing high school.  Access to books in the home is crucial to reading and educational success. 

Just another chance for us to make a difference.

Aside from providing books, Hands to Hearts has programs that provide food, clothing, and support for Christmas and holidays.
Link:    https://handstoheartskc.org/ 





	Designated Donations at the register for May for Team Hally:  $719.68 
In remembrance of their daughter, Hally Yust, her parents began a project that would help others know Christ.

A  goal of Team Hally is to magnify the Lord in all that we do. Our mission is to provide Bibles to anyone who wants to read God’s word, including individuals, Sunday Schools, Vacation Bible Schools, local charities, schools, neighbors, prisoners, hospitals, groups overseas and many others.  

In 2024, Team Hally distributed 834 Following Jesus Bibles
Read about it here:  https://teamhally.org/

	If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, 
talk with Cindy, Ginger, Cathy, or Margaret.
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For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me.
Matthew 25:35-36 NIV

JOY Closet Is a ministry of
First Presbyterian Church of Gardner, KS 
Serving our community since 2013
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