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I am the Lord your God.  I am the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob.  I am who I am. 
Can you imagine what Moses experienced there on that mountain? standing in the presence of God?  Hearing clearly God’s call for the rest of his life?  Can you imagine?  The scripture indicates it was a little bit of mystery, a little bit of fear, and a great deal of revelation in the presence of God.  While I have never experienced anything like Moses and the burning bush, I have known with certainty the presence of God in my life.  I hope you have too.  The passage from Exodus calls it “holy ground.”  
Holiness is not really about being in the presence of God - we are always in the presence of God.  Holiness is about being aware of God’s presence.  Since God is with us at all times, why is it that we are only sometimes aware of God with us?  Why is it that some times are “holier” than other times, or at least seem holier?  
The sermon title from today comes from Isaiah 52:7 – our first reading.  I learned this verse long ago as I was learning Handel's song "How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace."  I didn't understand this verse when I first learned it, thinking literally that most feet are not what I might call beautiful – and that preacher's feet are not any exception to that rule.  But I learned that in the days of Isaiah, communication was difficult. The only way to deliver a message was to carry it there yourself or to give it to someone you trusted.  So messengers were sent to run important messages over deserts and mountains to loved ones and friends.  If you were waiting to hear about a war, or a birth, or a new king, or any number of things, you might stare anxiously into the distance watching for that runner.  Imagine your joy at spotting that visitor, bringing news from far away.  You might see them approaching.  You might hear that they are coming.  You might worry about their journey over rough country from a distant land.  You might hope the messengers are they are kept safe, not injured or unable to walk.  You might want to bless those feet that carry your message.  And when you finally see that messenger, crossing that final hill and headed straight toward you – yes, you might even call those feet beautiful, for bringing you that message you so longed to hear.  That is the case in this verse from Isaiah as messengers bring news of God's promised deliverance and salvation, God's time of justice and peace.  How beautiful are the feet of those who deliver the message of God's good news.  How beautiful are those feet.  
Our mission statement here at First Presbyterian includes the phrase that we are the “hands and feet of Jesus” here in Gardner.  It is meant to say that we believe we have hands on work to do.  Even messy work to do, like Jesus washing the feet of the disciples and telling us to do the same.  We believe that to follow Jesus we must get our hands dirty – almost literally.  We must pitch in and help.  We must carry the word of Jesus where God wants us to go.  We must speak the word of love – better yet – show the compassion of love in any way possible.  We are the hands and feet of Jesus.  We are the body of Christ – the way Christ gets work done here and now in the world.  We must follow where Jesus leads.  

In the story from Exodus, the familiar story of Moses at the burning bush, God asks Moses to take off his shoes “for you are standing on Holy Ground.”  And in that holiness, God commissioned Moses.  God called Moses to a very important job – to free God’s people.  Then Jesus, washes the disciples feet – takes off their shoes – and invites them into that holy ground – that holy touch.  Here too, Jesus commissions the disciples – gives them a very important job to do – caring for God’s people in practical loving ways.  

Today, I invite you into the holiness of God.  If you are comfortable - Take off your shoes for you are also on holy ground.  Really, literally, take off your shoes - now - if you are able if you are willing.  If you are not able or prefer not to be so literal -then imagine your feet – your own feet, remember what your feet look like and feel like.  For even in our feet, we can recognize the holiness of God - the presence of God in us and all around us.  You have beautiful feet.  Your feet, our feet, are tangible touchable reminders of God’s presence with us and God’s call to us.  Just as you can move your feet and wiggle your toes, do it now, just to remember - just as you can move your feet and wiggle your toes, so you can feel God’s reminders - God’s reminders of joy and sorrow, fear and fun, awkwardness and anxiety and amazing grace.  Your feet are beautiful. Even if like my feet they bear the wounds and scars of a life lived. Your feet are beautiful.  Your feet take you into the world.  Your feet can take you to places where you need to share God’s love.  Your feet can take you to places of service, places of holiness, places where you can care for others and come to know God’s amazing grace in even more amazing ways.  Look at your feet - your beautiful feet.  And know God’s love for you and for all the world.  How beautiful are the feet of the messengers of God’s love.  How beautiful are the people who share God’s love in the world.  
It’s the beginning of summer, and before long the feet in this congregation will travel far and wide. Conveniently, you’ll be taking your feet with you wherever you go this summer.  So I invite you to pause every now and then this summer, and look at your feet.  Take off your shoes and remember that wherever you are, you are on holy ground.  Think about the presence of God.  Think about the call of God at that particular moment in time.   Wherever you go this summer, how can you share God’s love in the world?  
You may put your shoes back on now, if you care to. Or you may leave them off till it’s time to go home.  Shoes off or on, you are on holy ground.  God speaks to you, God calls to you.  God says, “I am...your God.”   Listen.  Listen and respond.  Thanks be to God.  
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Isaiah 52:7
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,

who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
Exodus 3:1-6
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
John 13:1-5
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.
John 13:12-17
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
1 Corinthians 12:12-14

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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