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Every day we make hundreds of choices.  Some are big.  Most are small.  Every once in a while, as in the Old Testament story for today, you run into a choice that is life shaping, even world changing.
In the lesson, Joshua said to the people of Israel, poised on the brink of the promised land, “You must choose today whom you will serve.  Choose today, if you will listen for God’s will in your life, and follow faithfully the path God sets before you.  You must choose.”  
And the people of Israel, united for once, remembered all that God had done for them in the past.  They trusted all that God would do for them in the future.  And they placed their lives in God’s hands.  With one voice, they said, “We will serve the Lord.”  
And years later, we echo their commitment as we gather here to worship God.  We say with our ancestors before us, “We will serve the Lord.”  I wonder what that would sound like.  I would love to hear that – a whole congregation shouting “We will serve the Lord.”  So let’s try that together – I ask you to say it with me now - “We will serve the Lord.” (yes, again)  Now imagine that multiplied 12 times for the 12 tribes of Israel answering Joshua - “We will serve the Lord.”
But Joshua asked the people of Israel a second time, “Are you sure? Are you sure you can serve God?  Because it’s not easy.   If you choose to serve God, you must serve God.  And if you turn away from God, it will not be good for you.  Are you sure you will serve the Lord?” 
And the people said with one voice again, together, “We will serve the Lord.”  “Then do it!” Joshua said, asking them for a third time to recommit.  “Put away anything else that is more important to you than God.  Anything else that might get between you and God.  Anything else.  Incline your heart to the Lord God of Israel.”  And again the people pledged, “We will serve the Lord.”  Three times they said it.  Three times they meant it.  Three times - “We will serve the Lord.”  Can’t you just get into the drama.  Joshua preaching to the crowd.  The people yelling back their affirmation.  It reminds me of one of those old gospel preachers – getting people excited about serving God.  One more time, “We will serve the Lord.”  
At some time in our lives, all of us are called to make such a choice.  Whom will you serve?  Will you serve God?  Will you do what is right, even if that is the harder choice?  And some times that choice to serve God comes more than once in your life.  Even those of us gathered here who have said, “Yes, We will serve the Lord.”  Even we have to ask ourselves again and again - what does that mean?  What does it mean for me today, tomorrow, to serve God, to follow Jesus Christ?  What does it mean?

In the New Testament lesson for today - we get the same question with a slightly different emphasis.  We get another picture of what that choice might look like.  We have said it “We will serve the Lord.”  We have made the commitment.  But what does that look like?  How is that choice lived out in daily life?  to serve God, to follow Jesus Christ?
According to Matthew, according to Jesus, according to the law or word of God, it means “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength,” and “love your neighbor as yourself.”  When this story is recorded in the gospel of Luke, the person asking the question follows up with another question – so who is my neighbor?  To which Jesus responds with the now familiar parable of the Good Samaritan – meaning love has no limits or boundaries.  Share your love with whoever is in need of love.  Love with all of your heart.  Love with all that you are.  Matthew, in the scripture we read for today – doesn’t follow up with an example.  He expects us to understand what loving God and loving neighbor looks like.  Matthew emphasizes the first answer – Love the Lord your God, rather than the second Love your neighbor.  Implying that if you love God – love of neighbor will flow freely and fully.  
So what does it mean to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?  What does it mean to love God with all that you are and all that you have?  That’s what stewardship season is all about.  Choosing to say that we will serve God with our time, talent, prayer and property.  That’s what our pledge dedication next Sunday will be – at its best – an expression of our love for God, a declaration of our trust in God, a promise of our faithfulness to God, a renewed commitment to serve God.  We know that we belong to God.  We know that God loves us and provides for us.  We know that everything we have and everything we are comes from God.  Our challenge is to remember that. To trust that. To trust God.  

Sometimes it’s easy – on a day like today – when it’s beautiful and we are gathered among friends, when Thanksgiving is just around the corner and family occasions are on the calendars, when we have safe homes to return to and plenty of all that we need.  Sometimes it’s easy to trust God, to choose faithfulness.  
But sometimes it’s not.  Maybe for you right now, it’s not.  Maybe you are worried about something or someone.  Maybe you don’t have enough money to pay your bills.  Maybe you don’t have family to depend on.  Maybe someone you love is in trouble.  Maybe you face health issues or job troubles or any number of other problems.  Maybe you are unhappy or unsettled for some reason.  At times like these, it IS hard to trust God and believe that God will provide all that we need.  It’s hard to believe everything will work out.  

Flashback to Joshua and his stirring sermon – Choose this day whom you will serve.  Flashback to the people’s enthusiastic response – we will serve the Lord.  They were not in a place of particular comfort.  They were at the end of a 40 year journey wandering in the wilderness, without a home, with manna for food, with no security and no political allies.  They were facing a new land, a promised land, but a land that was not yet their own.  They didn’t know what was before them – probably war, maybe hardship, perhaps devastation.  And Joshua asks them to “trust God” to “choose God” and to run forward in faith?  Sure.  Hold on to those promises with absolutely no proof, and choose to serve God.  … We will serve the Lord.
Today we are called to Trust God.  It’s easy to say.  It’s hard to do.  We must choose.  Choose to believe.  Choose faith, not fear.  Choose God, not worry.   Choose the kingdom of heaven, not the troubles of today.  Choose the will of God, not the weight of the world.  Choose trust.  Choose who will control your life.  Choose to give God control of your life.  Choose God.  And yes, you may have to make that choice over and over and over again throughout your life.  But you can.  You can.  Trust God.  Choose God.  
In many 12 step programs, like AA, there is a common and I think helpful slogan - “One day at a time.” There are layers and layers of meaning in that phrase, but one which applies here is that at every moment, in any moment, you can be asked to decide again.  But beyond that at every moment, you also have what you need to make the right choice.  You have everything you need.  God has already given you everything you need.  Trust God.  Believe in God’s promises for you.  Hold on to those promises.  And choose to serve the Lord.  One day at a time.  Every single day.  Choose to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.”  Choose to “love your neighbor as yourself.”   Choose life.  
If you think about everything the world might throw at you - it can be overwhelming.  But if you remember this one moment, this one day, this one decision - to trust God, then you have all you need.  The scripture assures us - Put your life and your choices in God’s hands, trust God, love God, and you will be blessed.   You will find joy and peace.  Believe it.  Choose to believe it.  Friends, as you go out into the world, into whatever awaits you.  Choose this day.  Choose God.   For God has already chosen you.    God has already given you this day.  God has already given you everything you will need.  God already and forever – loves YOU.  Believe it, and receive it.  Beloved, child of God.    God has already chosen you.  Give thanks.  And choose life.  By the grace of God.  Amen.  
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