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Two weeks ago we declared with great confidence and joy, “Jesus Christ is risen from the dead!”  We proclaimed it with song and dance and liturgy and drama and throwing crosses.  Last week we professed it again - “I believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ!”  Perhaps it was a smaller crowd but there was just as much joy, and again wonderful music, bells and choir, word and prayer.  And here today – this third Sunday of Easter we repeat again - “I believe in resurrection!”  The resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the resurrection of all who would believe.  
But today, we pause to say – Really?  I believe in resurrection.  Really?  New life, grace, transformation, God with us in each of our days.  Do I believe continuing resurrection is possible today?  Do I believe the new life God has promised will live in me today, in this congregation now and in the weeks ahead?  And if so, where does that belief take me?
We have slipped back into ordinary life – ordinary days.  We have slipped back into committees and worship and life the way we’ve always done things.  We have slipped back into busyness and craziness and “too much to do today” worries, so that we may not be open to newness of life – the gift of Easter that God has promised in Jesus Christ.  We believe in resurrection – but what does that mean?  We believe in resurrection – but how does that change anything?  We believe in resurrection – but will that shape our daily lives?  The scripture for today reflects that the disciples experienced the same “settling in” after the resurrection.  Easter passed and ordinary life returned.  The disciples experienced the same wondering what to do, the same realization that though everything has changed, we don’t really know how to move forward.  
The scripture reading for today from John continues the Easter story with another resurrection appearance to the disciples.  We are not sure how much time has passed – maybe a week, maybe more – we know it has been enough time for the disciples to leave Jerusalem and travel back north to their home territory, back to where they first met Jesus in Galilee.   The scripture seems pretty straight forward - Jesus meets the disciples at the lakeside, leads them to bring in a huge haul of fish, visits with them on the beach, and shares a breakfast with them of fish and bread.  But as with most things in the gospel of John there is more to the story than the surface reading.  There are layers and layers of meaning.  
The gospel story picks up with Peter saying, “I’m going fishing.”  This isn’t just, “I’m going out on the lake to clear my head.”  This isn’t country life fishing or day off fishing.  Peter is saying, “I am going back to the fishing profession I used to know – the working life of a fisherman – providing for family by working the sea.”  If you remember Jesus first met Peter, and his brother, Andrew, and their fishing partners, the sons of Zebedee, James and John when they were all out working the sea.  He called all of them to follow and said, “I will teach you to fish for people; I will make you fishers of men.”  So Peter isn’t just taking the day off to enjoy the water, Peter is saying, “I am going back to the life I knew, the way I grew up, the job I know best.”  Peter didn’t know what else to do.  None of the disciples did.  They had followed Jesus for three years, but now, after the crucifixion, even after the resurrection, they didn’t know what to do next.  It’s understandable.  You remember Peter just a couple of chapters before had stood in the courtyard outside Jesus’ trial and had denied Jesus three times.  In a moment of fear, Peter had betrayed himself as much as he betrayed Jesus.  Peter who was so impetuous and passionate, who had proven his love for Jesus and really worked miracles because of that love - this Peter didn’t know what to do next.  He was ashamed of his failure in faith.  And he didn’t know how to move forward.  He wanted to continue the work of Jesus.  But he was aware of his own frailty and he was afraid.  He knew what Jesus did, but he didn’t know what he should do ... so Peter went back to fishing, back to his old way of life and he waited.  And of course, Jesus found Peter there by the sea, with the other disciples, and Jesus helped him fish, helped him find a miraculous catch.  And Jesus sat with Peter, and offered him breakfast, and ate with him in quiet communion.  
This story echoes back to the first time they met, the calling of the disciples by that Sea of Galilee.  The story also echoes back to Jesus miracle there where Jesus fed 5000 with a few loaves of bread and pieces of fish.  It echoes the last supper and the breaking of bread we share – transforming lives by sharing communion with Christ.  The echoes are meant to remind us of who Jesus is and was and always will be – one who calls, one who saves, one who feeds, one who touches and transforms, one who is always with us.  The echoes remind the disciples of who they are called to be as one who follows this Risen Savior.  The echoes remind the disciples, remind us, that though we are frail and imperfect, God has called us, God will empower us, and God can use us to work miracles in the world.  The echoes remind us that Jesus loves us and God is with us, always.
The echoes also point us forward in ministry and give us direction, just as they gave vision to the earliest disciples.  Here are a few lessons for today:

First, Christ is always here for us, whenever we need to know what to do next.  God will always provide for us.  We need to be open to the moment, to receive the gift of each new day.  We need to pay attention and look for God’s revelation, because it will come.  What does God want us to do next?  How are we called to serve in the days ahead?  God will show us.  Christ will lead us.  
Second, this story reminds us, it’s okay to fall back to the familiar.  The disciples went back to the life they had known before Jesus.  They did the work that came naturally.   But remember, that work led to nothing, until the disciples started listening to Jesus’ directions again.  Without Jesus, we may work with frustration, but when our work is touched by the Risen Lord, we and our work will be transformed into abundance and blessing.  Even if we fall into old patterns, those of us who have seen and known and been touched by the Risen Lord will never be the same again.  Christ will reach us.  You are a new creation.  God can work miracles through you.
And Third, God has greater plans for us than we can ever imagine.  The disciples thought they would just go back to fishing.  But at the hand of Jesus their yield was so large and so abundant that they recognized, nothing would ever be the same again.  Life is never ordinary again.  Life is always blessed by the Risen Lord.  If this miracle was a metaphor for church work, for sharing the good news of Christ, then what’s the message?  Clearly God has great abundance in store for us.  God has great work, and miraculous evangelism just waiting for our hands.  God calls us to cast our nets into the sea and see what God produces through our labors.  
I have been here a year and a half – 18 months tomorrow.  I have been here long enough to recognize that God has miracles planned for this congregation.  You have been here long enough to know what gifts you have to share to the glory of God.  We believe in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe that God offers new life to all who would believe.  New life, new energy, new miracles of grace and goodness.  I believe.  We believe. Together let us be all that God has called and created us to be.  Together let us move into the miraculous future God has opened for us.  I don’t know what it will be, but I believe.  I believe in the new life of the resurrection promise.  I know that we have been touched by the grace of God.  I know that we have work to do in Gardner.  And I know that God will work miracles of abundance in our midst, if we are open to God’s grace and if we serve as we are called – to the glory and praise of God.  Amen.  
2

