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The first day of resurrection was a very long day.  It started with the women coming to the tomb to visit their beloved Jesus.  Suddenly the world was turned upside down when the tomb was empty and the angels announced the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  From that point on the pace of the day just continued to go faster and faster.  The women running to the disciples.  The disciples running to the tomb.  Nobody understanding.  No one knowing what to do.  When the others cleared away, Mary Magdalene stayed at the tomb waiting, and Jesus appeared to try to clear things up.  Jesus called her by name and promised her peace.  
Peace.  How could there ever be peace again after such a revelation?  What exactly would this new peace of Jesus Christ look like?  I think we are still asking that question today.  What is the peace that Jesus Christ gives and how do we live in that peace today?

Today’s scripture reading is the end of that first resurrection day.  The experience of Mary and the other women had spread.  Disciples had seen Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  Rumors were swirling.  No one knew what to do or even understood what was happening.  At the end of the day, the disciples gathered together to talk, to try to figure things out.  But they gathered in fear, behind locked doors, confused, worried, bewildered, and decidedly not at peace.  

Jesus certainly knows how to make an entrance – through locked doors, at the edge of evening.  Jesus was suddenly just standing there in the middle of the gathering of those whom he loved, holding out hands to show his wounds.   The first words spoken are “peace be with you.”  In fact, twice Jesus offers peace, and again the following week with Thomas.  Jesus offers peace twice because he knows they need it.  

Peace in the Bible is more than just quietness and calm.  It is more than the absence of war or chaos.  Peace in the Bible is a positive way of living.  True peace means wholeness, prosperity, rightness, comfort, joy, confidence.  Peace means everything is right and as it should be – as a gift from God.  And true peace means not only that everything is right for me, true peace only comes when everything is right for everyone.  Jesus offers peace immediately to his disciples.  When everything was SO wrong, Jesus came to make everything right.  Jesus gives them exactly what they need.  Peace be with you.

In fact, even today, we need that peace of Jesus Christ.  This is the assigned lectionary scripture for every year the Sunday after Easter, the second Sunday of the Easter season.  Perhaps because Christ’s disciples still need peace first and foremost, even 2000 years later.  We need the peace of Jesus Christ in order to understand our world and our place in the world.  We need Christ’s peace in order to hear our call from God, and in order to move forward in faith as disciples of Jesus.  We need that wholeness from God, that rightness with God.  We need the peace of Jesus.  So hear Christ’s message again for you and for now.  Jesus says “Peace be with YOU.”  

What will that peace look like?  In a real sense, there are wars all over the world.  There is chaos and suffering right in our neighborhood.  We are busy and stretched and stressed.  Yes, there are good moments, wonderful moments with family and friends.  But we also experience sadness, anger, fear and pain.  Peace is hard to hold on to.  Peace that means wholeness and joy in God’s presence.  Peace that assures us all will be right and good by God’s grace. The celebration of the resurrection, the miracle of God’s grace, is hard to keep front and center.  Easter passes and we go back to work or school or life.  We forget to celebrate God’s grace every moment of every day.  Life gets in the way of the new life that is possible in Jesus.  

Perhaps the answer is in the rest of what Jesus said in today’s scripture.  Jesus said, “Peace be with you.”  Twice.  But then the second time Jesus added, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
“So I send YOU.”  Living in the peace of Christ means answering the call of God.  “So I send YOU.”  Just as Jesus lived and loved, taught and touched, cared and challenged, healed and helped - just so, we are called to respond.  We are meant to be in the world, doing the work of love, sharing the gifts of grace that Jesus offered.  That is our first and truest response to the resurrection.  Going out into the world to live and share the peace of Christ.  And in the sharing of that peace we find true and lasting peace.  
The odd thing, and the fantastic, remarkable, miraculous thing about this passage is in the next verse, verse 22.  “When Jesus had said this, Jesus breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” 
The breath of Jesus, the breath of God, throughout the Bible - is more than air.  From the first book of our Bible when God creates humanity and breathes into each soul the breath of life - that breath carries with it meaning.  It is life and power and grace.  It is indeed the very presence and Spirit of God.  The breath of God.  The breath of life.  It is the fullness that is God - the power, the love, the mercy, the energy, the very life of God.  So Jesus breathed on the disciples.  Jesus breathes on us.  And we have received all that God can give us, everything we will ever need.  
In this scripture passage - these three elements are inseparable - the breath, the sending, and the peace.  The three work perfectly together to accomplish God’s purpose in us.  
By this breath, this Spirit, we are made able to do anything God calls us to do.  By this breath, God has given us everything we will need in the sending - everything we will need to accomplish our calling, to serve God well and faithfully in the world.  And by living as we are called and sent to live, we will receive that perfect peace which Christ brings to us and to the world.  Breath, sending, peace - Jesus’ gift of the season of Easter.  Receive this peace which God has breathed in to you, and live this peace in the world.  In the name of our Risen Christ. 

John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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